
Categoriality
in Language Change
The Case of the English Gerund

LAUREN FONTEYN

OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS





a.4-3 Croft ’s Semantic Maps 33
2.4 .4 The Multidimensional Functional Profile of

Grammatical Categories 35

2.5 A Functional-Semantic Model of Categoriality 38

CHAPTER 3 The English Gerund 41

3.1 Historical Developments 42
3.1.1 Morphosyntactic Verbalization 43
3.1.2 Morphosyntactic Nominalization 44

3.2 Potential Sources of the Verbal Gerund 47
3.2.1 Infinitives , the Gérondif, and the Present

Participle 47
3.2.2 Reanalysis 49

3.3 Functional Motivations 51
3.3.1 Competition , Substitution , and Retention 52
3.3.2 New Perspectives on Functional Overlap 55

3.4 The English Gerund as an Instance of Functional -Semantic
Category Change 58

PART II

CHAPTER 4 Reference Types 65

4.1 Denotation , Conceptualization , and Reference 66
4.1.1 Reference as Nominal/Clausal Epistemic

Grounding 66
4.1.2 Reference and Epistemic Grounding of English

Gerunds 68

4.2 Data and Methodology 72

4.3 A Referential Typology 75
4.3.1 Referential Subtypes and Mental Spaces 80
4.3.2 Nominal Gerunds 84
4.3.3 Verbal Gerunds 90
4.3.4 Summary 92

4.4 Reference Types of Modern English Gerunds 94
4.4.1 The Relation between Formal and Functional

Clausality 98

4.5 Conclusion 99

Contents



CHAPTER 5

5-1

5.2

5-3

5.4

CHAPTER 6

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

CHAPTER 7

7-i

7.2

73

74

75

76

77

PART III

CHAPTER 8

8.1

8.2

Discourse Function 102

Manipulability and Accessibility of Referents 102

Data and Methodology 106

Analysis 108
5.3.1 Gerunds Functioning as Manipulable

Participants 108
5.3.2 Attention Phenomena 113
5.3.3 Gerunds Functioning as Relators between

Manipulable Participants 115

Conclusion 118

Aspect 120

Aspect and Its Complications 122

An Aspectual Classification of Nominalizations 127

Data and Methodology 131
6 .3.1 Corpora 131
6.3.2 Aspectual Classification of Gerunds 132

Analysis 141

Conclusion 146

Conceptual (In)Dependence and the Diachronic
Nominalization of ing-Forms 149

Diachronic Lexicalization or “Semantic Drift” 151

Eventive vs. Non-Eventive ing-Nominals 154

Data and Methodology 157

Lexical Preferences of Verbal vs. Nominal ing-Forms 157

Semantic Drift of ing-Nominals 163

Conceptual (In)Dependence Scales 172

Conclusion 175

Conclusions 179

Functional-Semantic Categoriality Empirically Tested 180

The Functional-Semantic Development of Nominal and
Verbal Gerunds 181

Contents VII



8.2.1 From Hybridity to a (Partial) Division
of Labor 181

8.2.2 Attraction in Competition 185

8.3 An Outlook to Future Research 186

References  189

Index  209

viii Contents


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]


