ny raader who has been puzzled by Ulysses or perplexc vy The Waste Land
knows the difficulty of modemist texts. Difficulty, in fact, wus the mest noted
characteristic of what became the cancnical texts of high moderuzm—the
works of Faulkner, Joyce, Stein, Eiict, Pound, and Woolf, to rame a few In
The Difficulties of Modernism, Leonard Drppeveen examines how difficulty
became central to our encounters vith meder literature and culture.
Literary modermism’s first readers cften comp!ampd that difficulty was “running
rampant i literature.” that arf had become a "plague of unintelligibility.”
Diepeveen argues that the simuitaneous appearance of modernism and discussion
about difficulty was not coincidental — difficulty allowed modermism to rise to the
statug of high art. and it was fundamental to how modernic:» shaped the canon
not only of twentieth-century literature, but of the literature that preceded it. He
argues that modernism can be best understood as the moment when knowing
how to maneuver through difficult art became the central sign of one's ability to
participate in high culturz.
This lucidly written, highly entertaining yet detailed history of the spurious
debates surrounding difficult art will transform our understanding of literary mod-
ernism and its cultural impact.
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