1

i the st book on intertextuality i Pliny the Younger, Professor
Marchost invites a nes reading of Plimy's collection of private epistles:
the fotters are examined as the product of an authorial strategy
controliing both the rhetorical fabric of individual units and their

arrangement in the collection. By inserting recognizable fragments of
cononical authors into his epistles, Phny mports into the still fuid
vractice ol letter-writing the principles of composition and
oreanization that for his contemporaries characterized other writings
as literature. Allusions become the occasion for a metapoetic
dialogue, especially with the collection’s privileged addyessee, Tacitus.
Anactive participant in the cultural politics of his time, Pliny entrusts
to the letters his views on poetry, oratory, and historiography. In
delining a model of epistolography alternative to Cicero’s and
complementing those of Horace, Ovid, and Seneca, he also

successtully carves a niche for his work in the Roman literary canos



