
V itto r ia  C o lo n n a  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  k n o w n  a n d  
m o s t  h ig h ly  c e le b ra te d  fe m a le  p o e ts  o f  th e  I ta lia n  
R e n a issa n c e . H e r  w o r k  w e n t  th r o u g h  m a n y  e d it io n s  
d u r in g  h e r  life tim e , a n d  sh e  w a s  w id e ly  c o n s id e re d  
b y  h e r  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  to  b e  h ig h ly  sk ille d  in  th e  a r t  
o f  c o n s tru c t in g  tig h tly  c o n tr o l le d  a n d  b e a u tifu lly  
m o d u la te d  P e tra rc h a n  so n n e ts . In  a d d i t io n  to  h e r  
l i te ra ry  c o n ta c ts , C o lo n n a  w a s  a lso  d e e p ly  in v o lv e d  
w ith  g ro u p s  o f  r e fo rm e rs  in  I ta ly  b e fo re  th e  C o u n c il  
o f  T re n t, a n  in v o lv e m e n t w h ic h  w a s  to  h a v e  a 
p r o f o u n d  e ffe c t o n  h e r  l i te ra ry  p r o d u c t io n .

In  th is  stu d y , A b ig a il B r u n d in  e x a m in e s  th e  m a n n e r  
in  w h ic h  C o lo n n a ’s p o e tr y  c a m e  to  fu lfil, in  a  
g r o u n d b r e a k in g  a n d  u n p r e c e d e n te d  w ay , a  
r e f o r m e d  s p ir i tu a l  im p e ra t iv e , d is s e m in a tin g  a n  
e v a n g e lic a l m e ssa g e  to  a  w id e  a u d ie n c e  re a d in g  
v e rn a c u la r  l i te r a tu re ,  a n d  p ro v id in g  a  m o d e l  o f  
s p ir i tu a l  v e rse  w h ic h  w a s  to  b e  a d o p te d  b y  la te r  
p o e ts  a c ro ss  th e  p e n in s u la . S h e  sh o w s  h o w , th r o u g h  
c a re fu l  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  a n  a p p r o p r ia te  l i te r a ry  
p e r s o n a , C o lo n n a ’s p o e tr y  w as  ab le  to  h a rn e s s  th e  
p o w e r  o f  p r in t  c u ltu re  to  e x te n d  its a p p e a l  to  a 
m u c h  b r o a d e r  a u d ie n c e . In  so  d o in g  th is  b o o k  
m a n a g e s  to  p ro v id e  th e  v ita l l in k  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  
c e n tr a l  fa c e ts  o f  V it to r ia  C o lo n n a ’s p r o d u c t io n :  h e r  
p o e tic  e v a n g e lism , a n d  h e r  c a re fu l c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  a 
g e n d e re d  id e n t i ty  w ith in  th e  l i te ra ry  c u ltu re  o f  h e r  
age .

T h e  f irs t fu ll le n g th  s tu d y  o f  V it to r ia  C o lo n n a  in  
E n g lish  fo r  a  c e n tu ry , th is  b o o k  w ill b e  e sse n tia l 
r e a d in g  fo r  s c h o la rs  in te re s te d  in  issu es o f  g e n d e r , 
l i te r a tu re ,  re lig io u s  r e f o r m  o r  th e  d y n a m ic s  o f  
c u l tu ra l  tr a n s m is s io n  in  s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  Italy. I t  
a ls o  p r o v id e s  a n  e x c e l le n t  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  
c o n te x tu a l i s a t i o n  to  a n y o n e  w is h in g  to  r e a d  
C o lo n n a ’s w r it in g s  o r  to  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  h e r  ro le  
as a  m e d ia to r  b e tw e e n  th e  w o r ld s  o f  c o u r t ly  
P e tra c h ism  a n d  re lig io u s  re fo rm .


