
CONTENTS

FOREWORD xi

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS xiii

ABBREVIATIONS xv

1. FACTORSAFFECTING THE USE AND NONUSE OF
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT FINDINGS 1

The PoliticalContext of aNational Assessment 3
Accountability 5
The Quality of the AssessmentInstrument 15
Type of Assessment 17
Underuse of National AssessmentFindings 20
Conclusion 24

2. REPORTING ANATIONAL ASSESSMENT:
THE MAIN REPORT 29

Context of the National Assessment 31
Objectivesof the National Assessment 31
Frameworkfor the National Assessment 32
Proceduresin Administration of the National Assessment 32
Description of Achievement in the National Assessment 33
Correlates of Achievement 37
Change in Achievement Over Time 42
Conclusion 45

v



vi I CONTENTS

3. REPORTING ANATIONAL ASSESSMENT:OTHER
INSTRUMENTS TO COMMUNICATE FINDINGS 47

Product Specifieation Sheet 48
Briefing Ministers and Senior Poliey Personnel 49
Publishing Summary Reports 50
Publishing Teehnieal Reports 53
Publishing Thematie Reports 56
Seeuring Media Reports 56
Issuing Press Releases 58
Holding Press Conferenees 62
Conducting Individual Briefings 63
Posting Web Site Reports 63
Making Assessment Data Available 64
Other Dissemination Instruments 66
Conc1usion 67

4. TRANSLATING ASSESSMENT FINDINGS INTO POLICY
ANDACTION 69

Institutional Capacity to Absorb and Use Information 70
Trustworthiness and Relevanee of Information Provided

by an Assessment 71
Proeedures to Identify Appropriate Policy or Action

Following an Assessment 71
Determination of a Systemwide or Targeted Intervention 75
Complexity of Policy Formation and Decision Making 76
Conc1usion 77

5. NATIONAL ASSESSMENT FINDINGS, POLlCY,AND
EDUCATIONAL MANAGEMENT 79

Describing Aehievement 80
Deseribing Resourees 81
Monitoring Aehievement 82
Reviewing the Edueation System 84
Formulating General Policy and Assisting in

Deeision Making 84
Setting Standards 88
Providing Resourees to Sehools 90
Supporting Curriculum Revision 92
Revising Textbooks 94
Conc1usion 95



CONTENTS . I vii

6. NATIONAL ASSESSMENT FINDINGS AND TEACHING 97
Teachers' Professional Development 98
Focus on Schools and Classroom Teaching 108
Conc1usion 121

7. NATIONAL ASSESSMENT FINDINGS AND PUBLIC
AWARENESS 125

Examples of the Use of Assessment Results to
Inform the Public 127

The Role of the Media 129
Developing a Communication Strategy 130
Conc1usion 132

8. TOWARD OPTIMIZING THE USE AND VALUE OF
NATIONAL ASSESSMENTS 135

Optimizing the Use of National Assessment Findings 137
Developing National Assessments to Increase Their Value 139
Conc1usion 146

REFERENCES 147
INDEX 163

BOXES
1.1 Issues on Which aNational Assessment Can Throw Light 2
1.2 Evaluating Achievement on Lirnited Evidence 8
1.3 The Negative Effect of High-Stakes Accountability Uses 10
1.4 AssigningAccountability for Student Achievement 13
1.5 Shifting the Blame for School Failure 13
1.6 Two Uses of Data from an International Assessment 20
1.7 Extent of Use of National Assessment Results, Honduras 21
3.1 Summary Report of Illinois State Grade 4 Students' Reading

Achievement Levels on the 2007 NAEP: United States 51
3.2 Suggestionsforj\,pplying the PISA Approach to Teaching

and Learning Mathematics: Ireland 52
3.3 Press Release Excerpt, NAEP: United States 60
3.4 Sampie News Release:United States 61
3.5 Web Site, Mathematics Achievement in Prlmary Schools:

Ireland 64
3.6 Site Map, NAEP Web Site: United States 65



viii I CONTENTS

5.1 Using Assessment Results to Promote Reforms:
Dominican Republic 86

5.2 Myths about Education in the United States 87
6.1 Place-Value Matching Item: Pakistan 102
6.2 Use of National Assessment Findings to Improve

Teacher Education: Minas Gerais, Brazil 106
6.3 Main Features of a Teacher In-Service Program Based on

National Assessment Results: Uruguay 107
6.4 Poster Extract Published after National Assessment:

Uganda 109
6.5 Mathematics Item 111
6.6 Recommendations Following aNational Assessment in

Mathematics, Grade 5: Ireland 114
6.7 Discussion Topics: National Assessment Results and

School Effectiveness Variables 116
6.8 Discussion Topics: National Assessment Results and

Teacher Effectiveness Variables 116
6.9 Discussion Topics: National Assessment Results and

Individual Student and Family Factors Associated with
Student Learning 117

7.1 Freedom of Information Laws 126
7.2 Agreements on the Release of National Assessment

Results: Uruguay 127
7.3 Procedures to Maxirnize the Impact ofNational

Assessment Findings 130
7.4 Brochure Cover for National Assessment, Ethiopia 133

FIGURES
2.1 Grade 4 Reading Skills and Strategies and Cut-Point Scores,

by Benchmark Points, for the Combined Reading Literacy
Scale, PIRLS, 2001 35

2.2 Percentages of Male and Female Students Achieving
Mastery in National Assessment, Grade 4, by Curriculum
Area: Sri Lanka 38

2.3 Percentages of Students Watching Television for Varying
Amounts ofTime, by Gender and Average Reading
Score: Kuwait 38

2.4 Regional Differences in Achievement, Grade 4: Ethiopia 40
2.5 Mean Reading Test Scores of Students Plotted against

Number ofBooks in the Horne, Grades 1 and 5: Ireland 42



CONTENTS I ix

2.6 Trends in Average Reading Scale Scores for Students
Ages 9, 13, and 17, NAEP, 1971-2004: United States 43

2.7 Mean Percent Correct Scores for Mathematics Content
Strands in National Assessment, Grade 5, 1999 and
2004: Ireland 44

2.8 Mean Percent Correct Scores for Mathematics Skills in
National Assessment, Grade 5,1999 and 2004: Ireland 45

3.1 Average Reading Scale Scores by Race or Ethnicity,
NAEP, Grade 4, 2005: United States 57

6.1 Reading Score Distributions of Pupils and Teachers:
Vietnam 102

6.2 Grade 5 National Assessment in Mathematics in Vietnam:
Correlation between Teacher and Pupil Provincial
Mean Scores 105

6.3 Factors That Affect Achievement: Uganda 123

TABLES
1.1 Reasons for the Underuse of Natfonal Assessment

Findings, Actions to Address Underuse, and Agents
Responsible for Action 22

2.1 Mean Scores (and Standard Errors) ofBoys and Girls in a
National Assessment of Language and Mathematics 30

2.2 Mean Scores (and Standard Errors) and Scores at Varying
Percentile Ranks in aNational Assessment of Science,
by Province 30

2.3 Mean Achievement Scores (and Standard Errors) in a
National Assessment Adrninistered at Two Points
in Time 31

2.4 Correlation between Mean School Reading
Achievement Scores and School Factors in a
Grade 5 National Assessment 31

2.5 Percentages of Students Scoring at Minimum and
Desired Levels of Mastery in Literacy, Numeracy, and
Life Skills Tests: Mauritius 34

2.6 NAEP Mathematics Achievement Levels, Grade 4:
United States 34

2.7 Grade 5 Reading Skill Levels in National Assessment:
Vietnam 36

2.8 Mean Scores in Mathematics, Grade 8, by Racial Group,
South Africa 39



x I CONTENTS

2.9 Mean Scores in National Assessment of Nepali Language,
Grade 5, by Region: Nepal 39

3.1 Technical Report: Suggested Contents 54
5.1 Percentages of Schools Possessing Selected Basic School

Facilities: Kenya 81
5.2 Percentages of Schools Possessing School Facilities,

1990-2002: Malawi 82
5.3 Selected Countries That Used National Assessment

Results in Reviewing the Education System 85
5.4 Ranking of Grade 4 Students Rated at or above Proficient

on State and National Assessments, 2005: United States 89
6.1 Percentages of Students Whose Teachers Reported

They Were Ready to Teach Mathematics, TIMSS Data,
Grade 8 100

6.2 Percentage ofTeachers Scoring at Each Mathematics
Proficiency Level: Mozambique 103

6.3 Percentage of Students Answering hems Correctly in a
Mathematics Assessment: British Columbia, Canada 110


	page1
	titles
	CONTENTS 

	images
	image1


	page2
	tables
	table1


	page3
	titles
	BOXES 

	tables
	table1


	page4
	tables
	table1


	page5
	tables
	table1


	page6
	tables
	table1



