This critical overview is the fivst comprehensive
attelpt to discuss the cultural innovations emerging
from the two major national cultures of the former
communist world in the final decades of the twentieth
century in the context of global sociocultural changes
associated with postmodernite and posteoloniality.
Vitalv Chernetsky explores how in Russia this has
manifested itself in the subversive dismantling of the
totalitarian linguistic regime and the foregrounding
of previously marginalized subject positions. In
Ukraine. work in these arcas shows how the tranumas
of centuries of colonial oppression are heing over-
come through the carivalesque decrowning of
ideological dogmas and an alfirmation ol a new npe

of communit, most recently demonsorated in the

peaceful Orange Revolution ol 200-1



