CONTENTS

Preface ix

1 What is a reason? 1

Philosophy and reason 1
Case study: Plato 4
Modern reactions 6
Reason and reasons 9
Reasons for action 12
Overview 14

2 Psychologism: desires 17

Introduction 17

Davidson 19

Psychologism and normativity 30
Williams and internal reasons 31
Hypotheticalism 38

3 Psychologism: beliefs 47

The anti-sufficiency point 47

The anti-necessity point 57

Reasons as ideal beliefs 61

Arguments against all forms of psychologism 66

4 Deontic, value-based, and primitivist accounts 71

Factualism 71
The challenge to factualism 80



vi CONTENTS

The argument from error 81
Dancy 85
Factualism, the explanatory requirement, and agency 88

5 Hybrid theories 93

Building normative reasons out of motivating reasons 93
Building motivating reasons out of normative reasons 104
The identity thesis 111

6 Constitutivism 115

Activities and aims 116

Hedonism 118

Action and knowledge 121

The knowledge constraint 127
Constitutivism and knowledge 131
Shmaction and shmagency 135
Constitutivism and error 138

The magic of constitutivism 141

7 Anscombean views 143

Why? 143

The structure of action 145
Naive action theory 147
Actions and facts 155
Keeping score 156

Activity and normativity 160

Conclusion 169
Notes 171

Further reading 175
Bibliography 177
Index 183



