Argues that travellers’ tales of wonder are a vital yet

unacknowledged presence in contemporary literature

"T'his study challenges a sensibility of disenchantment with travel by exploring
wonder in contemporary travel writing. It rcassesses travel writing as an
acsthetically and ethically innovative torm in contemporary international
hiterature, and demonstrates the crucial role of wonder in the travel narratives
ot writers such as Bruce Chatwin, V. S. Naipaul, and W. GG. Sebald. Their
tales are read as a challenge to the hubris of thinking the world too well
known, and an invitation to cncounter the world — including its most
troubling historics — with a sense of wonder.

Key Features

* Recassesses the place of travel writing in literary history

* Dcemonstrates the central role of wonder in travel accounts often regarded
as narratives of disenchantment

* Ixplores the way these tales recover and renew ancient and carly modern
forms in approaching modern and contemporary issues

* Offers new, in-depth readings of the work of three major writers, drawing
on unpubhished results of archival rescarch on Charwin and Sebald



