
From  th e  p la n tin g  o f ‘th e  U n io n  Ja c k  a to p  th e  C h ris tm as-  
t r e e ’ a t th e  h e ig h t o f  th e  V ic to ria n  A g e , to  B e tje m a n ’s ‘tissu ed  
f r ip p e r ie s ’ u sh e rin g  in th e  tid a l w a v e  o f  C h ris tm as sh o p p in g  
a n d  c o n su m e rism , to  th e  A m e ric a n -s ty le  te le v is io n  C h ristm as: 
a ll th ese  im ages sh o w  C h ristm as a d a p tin g  y e t re m a in in g  b y  fa r  
th e  m o st s ig n ifica n t an n u a l c e le b ra t io n . M a rk  C o n n e lly  h e re  
e x a m in e s  th e  tra d it io n s  o f  C h ris tm as in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e ir  
A n g lo -G e rm a n  o rig in s  an d  th e  V ic to r ia n  id ea  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is  
C h ristm as e x p re ss in g  fam ily  v ir tu e s . He d e sc rib e s  th e  re v iv a l o f  
E nglish m usic  in  V ic to ria n  tim es — p e rh a p s  th e  g re a te s t age o f  
c h u rc h  m u sic  an d  c a ro ls  s in ce  th e  fo u r te e n th  c e n tu ry  — w h ile  
sh o w in g  h o w  sh o p p in g  an d , la te r , b ro a d c a s tin g  g re w  to  b eco m e  
p e rh a p s  th e  c o re  e lem en ts  m ak in g  u p  th e  m o d e rn  festiva l. In 
d o in g  so Christm as: A H istory  p ro v id e s  an  o r ig in a l p e rsp e c tiv e  
on  th e  W est’s m ost e n d u rin g  so c ia l an d  c u ltu ra l in s titu tio n .
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