
Contents 

List of figures 
List of tables 
List of contributors 
Acknowledgements 

Introduction 
CAROLINE CLOSE AND EMILIE VAN HALITE 

PARTI 

Case studies 

1. The Norwegian Left and the Finnish Centre: 
What, no capital 'L' liberal parties? 
DAVID ARTER 

2. The Danish Liberal Parties 
KARINA KOSIARA-PEDERSEN 

3. The Centre Party and the Liberals: The Swedish 
members of the liberal party family? 
NIKLAS BOLIN 

4. Liberalism in the Netherlands: The WD and D66 
GERRIT VOERM AN 

5. Belgian Liberals: Living apart together... 
VIVIEN SIERENS 

6. Diversity, unity, and beyond: The Swiss Liberals 
OSCAR MAZZOLENI 

X 

XÜ 

xvi 
XX 

1 

21 

23 

44 

60 

77 

95 

113 



viii Contents 

7. Liberal parties in Austria 
LAURENZ ENNSER-JEDENASTIK AND ANITA BODLOS 

129 

8. It's (not only) the economy, stupid?: Past and future 
of the German Liberal Party 
SEBASTIAN U. BUKOW 

146 

9. The UK Liberal Democrats: Liberalism at a crossroads 
ALAN WAGER AND TIM BALE 

166 

10. Fianna Fáil: In the Liberals but not of the Liberals 185 
CONOR LITTLE AND DAVID M. FARRELL 

11. Nuanced liberalism: The weakness of liberal 
parties in Spain 205 
LIDIA NÚÑEZ 

12. Liberal parties in Central and Eastern Europe: 
Between success and failure 225 
BLAGOVESTA CHOLOVA AND JEAN-MICHEL DE WAELE 

13. Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia 241 
DAUNIS AUERS 

14. The Liberals in Europe: The alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats for Europe 259 
WOUTER WOLFS AND STEVEN VAN HECKE 

PARTII 
Comparative perspective on liberal parties in Europe 279 

15. Liberal parties and elections: Electoral performances 
and voters' profile 281 
CAROLINE CLOSE AND PASCAL DELW1T 

16. Governmental participation and alliances of 
liberal parties in Europe 310 
JOHAN HELLSTRÖM AND DANIEL WALTHER 

17. The liberal party family ideology: Distinct, but diverse 
CAROLINE CLOSE 

326 



Contents ix 

18. How liberal parties organise 348 
STEFANIE BEYENS, EMILIE VAN HAUTE, AND TOM VERTHÉ 

Liberal parties in Europe: Conclusion 364 
CAROLINE CLOSE AND EMILIE VAN HAUTE 

Index 377 


