
C h arism atic , insatiable an d  cru el, H en ry  V III  w as, 
as Jo h n  G uy shows, a king w ho b ecam e m esm erized  
by his own legend — an d  in the process destroyed  
and rem ad e En glan d .

Said to be a  ‘pillager o f  the co m m o n w ealth ’, this 
m ost instantly recognizable o f  kings rem ains a  figure 
o f  extrem e con trad iction s: m agnificent and vengeful; a 
devout traditionalist w ho oversaw  a  cataclysm ic rupture  
with the ch u rch  in R o m e ; a talented , tow ering figure w ho  
nevertheless could not b ear to m eet p eop le’s eyes w hen  
he talked to them .

In this revealing new  acco u n t, Jo h n  G uy looks behind  
the m ask into H e n ry ’s m ind to explore how  he understood  
the w orld an d  his place in it — from  his isolated upbringing  
an d  the blazing glory  o f  his accession to his desperate  
quest for fam e and an heir and the terrifying p aran o ia  o f  
his last, agonising, 54-in ch -w aisted  years. ^


