Nineteenth-century men of science aligned scientific practice with
moral excellence as part of an endeavor to secure cultural authority for
their discipline. Anne DeWitt examines how novelists from Elizabeth
Gaskell o H. G, Wells responded 1o this alignment, Revising the
widespread assumption that Yictorian science and literature were part
of one culture, she argues that the professionalization of science
prompted novelisis to deny thai science oftered widely accessible
motal benefits, Instead, they represenied the narvow aspirations of
the professional as morally devimenial while they asseried that moral
conceins were the novel’s own domain of piofessional experiise. This
book draws on wotks of nawural iheolopy, popular lecinies, and
debates frotu the pases of periodicals o delineaie changes in the staius
of science and to show how both familiar and neglecied woiks of
Victorian fiction sought to redefine ihe refationship between science
and the novel,



