
A com prehensive and  cu tting-edge collection  of essays on  the  works 
of A nn Radcliffe (1764- 1823) th a t provides com pelling  an d  h ighly  orig inal 
accoun ts of Radcliffe’s position  w ith in  th e  can o n  of R om antic literature, 
her re la tionsh ip  w ith  th e  po litical tu rb u len ce  of th e  age, an d  th e  sta tu s 
of her au tho rsh ip .

‘The th ir te e n  essays assem bled in  A nn R ad cliffe, Rom anticism  an d  the 

G othic together b ring  back to view  th e  w orldly engagem ents of a  w riter 
still b e tte r  know n for w hisking her readers aw ay to th e  ideal landscapes of 
rom ance  an d  to faery lands forlorn. In  tim e for th e  2 5 0 th  an n iv ersary  of 
Radcliffe’s b ir th  in  1764 , th e  con tribu to rs to th is  collection re in troduce  us to 
Radcliffe, teach ing  us new  th in g s abou t her crossing  of generic boundaries, 
h e r com plex political engagem ents, her shrew d navigation  of th e  book trade, 
an d  her im pact on th e  R om antic-period  stage. This collection challenges 
com pellingly  th e  a rb itra ry  divisions betw een  th e  R om antic an d  th e  G othic 
th a t o rgan ised  so m uch tw en tie th -cen tu ry  critic ism  an d  in  doing so 
p rom ises to revitalise  th e  scholarly conversation  abou t Radcliffe’s works.’

Professor D eidre Lvnch, U niversity of Toronto*

‘The te rm  “lan d m ark  pub lica tion” is o ften  used, b u t here  it is tru ly  justified. 
This superb  com pan ion  volum e is Radcliffe’s com ing  of age as a m ajor w riter 
in  th e  R om antic canon . The editors in  th e ir in tro d u c tio n  ably m ake the  case 
for revising th e  view of her as a n iche G othic scribbler. Each of th e  essays 
con tribu te  to th e  aim  of re locating  her w ritings, p o e try  an d  travel w riting  as 
well as fiction, in  expansive an d  illum ina ting  ways. This is an  essen tia l work 
no t only  for readers of Radcliffe an d  th e  G othic, b u t for anyone in te rested  in  
a new  perspective  on th e  literary  cu ltu re  of R om anticism .’

Professor E m m a Clery, U niversity of Sou tham pton


