
Folklore: The Basics  is  an  e n g a g in g  g u id e  to the p ra c t ic e  a n d  
in te rp re ta tio n  of fo lk lo re. T a k in g  e x a m p le s  from  a r o u n d  th e  
w orld, it e x p lo re s  the role of folklore in e x p re s s in g  fu n d am e n ta l  
h u m a n  n e e d s ,  d e s i r e s ,  a n d  a n x ie t ie s  th a t  are  o fte n  not  
re v e a le d  t h r o u g h  o ther m e a n s .  P r o v id in g  a c le a r  fra m e w o rk  
for a p p r o a c h in g  the stu d y  of folklore, it in t r o d u c e s  the reader  
to m e t h o d o lo g ie s  for id e n tify in g , d o c u m e n t in g ,  in te rp re tin g  
a n d  a p p ly in g  key inform ation a b o u t  folklore an d  its re le v a n ce  
to m o d e rn  life. Fro m  the B ro th e rs  G r im m  to Internet m e m e s ,  it 
a d d r e s s e s  s u c h  t o p ic s  a s :

• W h a t  i s  f o l k l o r e ?

• H o w  d o  w e  s t u d y  i t ?

• W h y  d o e s  f o l k l o r e  m a t t e r ?

• H o w  d o e s  f o l k l o r e  r e l a t e  t o  e l i t e  c u l t u r e ?

• I s  f o l k l o r e  c h a n g i n g  in  a  d i g i t a l  a g e ?

Folklore: The Basics  s u p p o r t s  r e a d e r s  in b e c o m in g  f a m il ia r  
w ith  f o l k l o r i c  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  h o w  to  in t e r p r e t  c u l t u r a l  
e x p r e s s io n .  It is  an e s s e n t ia l  read for a n y o n e  a p p r o a c h i n g  
th e  s t u d y  of fo lk lo re  for th e  first t im e .


