
This is a c o m p re h e n s iv e  guide t o  a literary period c h aracte rize d  by great v a r ie ty  
and im a g in a tio n , and v iv id ly  alert t o  th e  social t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o v e rta k in g  society. 
S p a n n in g  a lm o s t  t w o  centuries, it in trod u ces th e  reader t o  a diverse range o f  a u th o rs  
w r itin g  fo r  a fa s t - d e v e lo p in g  readership o f  b o t h  m e n  and w o m e n .

Each c h a p te r focuses on a g r o u p  o f  genres prim arily associated w i t h  a particu lar 
social class ֊  f r o m  the D r a m a  and Saints' Lives accessible t o  th e  illiterate, t o  the  
sop h isticate d  R o m a n c e s  o f  L o v e  sa vo u re d  by th e  aristocracy and t h e  C o u r t .  Lively 
historical narratives place each g r o u p  o f  te x ts  in th e ir social, political and cultural 
c o n t e x t s .  Significant o r  ty p ic a l te x ts  are given m o r e  detailed analysis t h a t  includes 
critical issues and q u e s tio n s  t o  guide th e  reader's o w n  a p p ro a c h , and each section is 
s u p p o r te d  b y a d etailed  b ib lio g ra p h y  o f  fu r th e r  reading.

A n o  A w  ; o lectured in English Lite ra tu re  at th e  U n iv e r s it y  o f  Y o r k ,  U K ,  w h e r e  she 
specialised in M id d le  English. She has also w o r k e d  as a t u t o r  f o r  C a m b r i d g e  U n iv e r s it y  
and t a u g h t  at Hills R oad  Sixth F o r m  Co lle ge .


