
This b o o k  b rin g s  th e  e m e rg e n t in te re s t in  so c ia l c lass a nd  in e q u a lity  to  th e  f ie ld  o f  te le v is io n  
s tu d ie s , f t  re ve a ls  h o w  th e  n e w  v is ib i l i t y  o f  c lass m a tte rs  in  se ria l te le v is io n  fu n c t io n s  
a e s th e t ic a lly  and  e xa m in e s  th e  c u ltu ra l c lass p o li t ic s  a r t ic u la te d  in th e se  p ro g ra m m e s . Th is  
g ro u n d -b re a k in g  v o lu m e  a rg ue s  th a t  re a lity  and  q u a l ity  TV 's  in t r ic a te  p o lit ic s  o f  c lass e n tic e s  
v ie w e rs  n o t  o n ly  to  g ra p p le  w ith  p re v io u s ly  in v is ib le  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  re a lit ie s  b u t  a lso  to  
re c o n s id e r  th e ir  class a lig n m e n t.  The s te re o ty p ic a l w a ys  o f  fra m in g  c lass are n o w  s u p p le m e n te d  
b y  th o s e  d e d ic a te d  to  e x p o s in g  th e  e c o n o m ic  and  s o c io -p s y c h o lo g ic a l b u rd e n s  o f th e  ( lo w e r)  
m id d le  c lass. The case s tu d ie s  in  th is  b o o k  d e m o n s tra te  h o w  s o p h is t ic a te d  n a r ra t iv e  te c h n iq u e s  
c o in c id e  w ith  e q u a lly  c o m p le x  w a ys  o f  e x p o s in g  c lass d iv is io n s  in  c o n te m p o ra ry  A m e r ic a n  l i fe  
a n d  h o w  th e  e x a m in e d  sh o w s  d is ru p t  th e  h e g e m o n ic  o rd e r  o f  c lass. The v o lu m e  th e re fo re  a lso  
in v ite s  a re th in k in g  o f  c o n v e n t io n a l m o d e ls  o f  so c ia l s t r a t i f ic a t io n .
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