
Table of Contents

Preface

Introduction
D ichotom ies, Transform ations, and C on tin u ities in  th e Study o f Islam

Léon Buskens

Texts

Islamic Texts
T h e A nthropologist as Reader 

Brinkley Messick

Textual Aspects of Religious Authority in Premodern Islam 
Jonathan P. Berkey

What to Do with Ritual Texts
Islam ic Fiqh Texts and the Study o f Islam ic R itual

A. Kevin Reinhart

Gender

Textual Study of Gender 
Marion Katz

Scholarship on Gender Politics in the Muslim World 
Some Critical Reflections 
Dorothea E. Schulz

Theology and the History of Ideas

9

11

29

47

6 7

8 7

1 0 9

Power, Orthodoxy, and Salvation in Classical Islamic Theology 
Christian Lange

135



Dialectical Theology in the Search for Modern Islam 161
Abdulkader Tayob

Law

“Classical” Islamic Legal Theory as Ideology 183
Nasr Abu Zayd’s Study of al-ShafiTs al-Risala 
Muhammad Khatid Masud

Islamic Law in the Modern World 205
States, Laws, and Constitutions 
KnutS. Vikor

Networks

Vernacular Cosmopolitanism as an Ethical Disposition 223
Sufi Networks, Hospitality, and Translocal Inclusivity 
Pnina Werbner

Culture and Religion

Middle Eastern Studies and Islam 241
Oscillations and Tensions in an Old Relationship 
Léon Buskens

Notes on Contributors 269

Overview of NISIS Autumn Schools, 2010-2014 275

Index 279


