Contents

Preface
About the Editor
About the Contributors

1. The Setting: Broadening the Presidential Talent Pool—for
Better and Worse
Michael Nelson

Reaching beyond the traditional ranks of male office holders,

in 2016 the nation considered the first woman ever nominated
by a major political party for president and elected the first chief
executive whose career included no experience in government.

2. The Nominations: The Road to a Much-Disliked General Election
William G. Mayer

Strategic miscalculations, plus a good deal of luck, led to the
nomination of two of the most widely unpopular political figures
in American politics.

3. The Election: The Allure of the Outsider
MarcJ. Hetherington

The election 0f2016 will rank among the most unusual for
decades to come, with partisanship and public dissatisfaction
with the political class the key to understanding the outcome.

4. Voting Behavior: Continuity and Confusion in the Electorate
Nicole E. Mellow

In very different ways, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton
upended historical norms and were broadly unpopular, yet voters
were loyal in their party support, dividing sharply over the merits
ofglobalization, neoliberalism, and related questions of what it
means to be American.

Vil

63

87



The Media: Covering Donald Trump 113
Marjorie Randon Hersbey

How did journalists deal with the challenge of covering Donald
Trump, who ran the least conventional presidential campaign in
recent memory—and how did their coverage decisions affect
Americans' ability to cast an informed vote?

Campaign Finance: Where Big Money Mattered and Where It Didn’t 137
Marian Currinder

Although big spending didn't pay off in the presidential contest,

it did in congressional races, where 96 percent of Senate races and

94 percent of House races were won by the biggest spender.

Congress: Nationalized, Polarized, and Partisan 165
Gary C. Jacobson

Despite the deep intraparty divisions exposed by the presidential
election in 2016, the congressional elections were thoroughly
nationalized, party- and president-centered events, indistinguishable
from what would be expected in a typical contest between typical
Republican and Democratic presidential candidates.

. The Presidency: Donald Trump and the Question of Fitness 189
Paull. Quirk

The voters chose as president a man who most of the political elite,
including many Republicans, believed was not fit for the office.

The Meaning of the 2016 Election: The President as

Minority Leader
Andrew Rudalevige

Political scientists' models rightly predicted a close race, and a
toss-up election brought change to the White House while
reelecting incumbents everywhere else. The divisive national
campaign, centered on personality and partisanship, presaged
the difficulty the new president will have in forging a mandate.

217



