
In  U nclaim ed Experience, C a th y  C a ru th  p ro p o se s  th a t in  th e  w id esp read  
and b e w ild e r in g  ex p erien ce  o f  trau m a in  o u r cen tu ry , w e  can  re c o g n iz e  
the p o ss ib ility  o f  a h is to ry  n o  lo n g e r  based  o n  s im p le  m o d e ls  o f  s tra ig h t
fo rw a rd  ex p erien ce  and re fe re n c e . T h r o u g h  the n o tio n  o f  trau m a, she 
co n ten d s, w e  co m e to  a n e w  u n d e rsta n d in g  th at p e rm its  history to arise  
w h e re  im m ediate understanding  m a y  n o t. C a ru th  e x p lo re s  th e w ays in 
w h ic h  th e  texts o f  p sy ch o a n a ly s is , lite ra tu re , and lite ra ry  th e o ry  b o th  
sp ea k  a b o u t an d  sp ea k  th ro u g h  the p ro fo u n d  s to ry  o f  tra u m atic  e x p e r i
en ce. E x a m in in g  the c o m p le x  w a y s  th at k n o w in g  an d  n o t k n o w in g  are 
en ta n g le d  in  the la n g u a g e  o f  trau m a an d  in  the sto rie s  asso c iated  w ith  it, 
C a r u th ’s w id e -ra n g in g  d iscu ssio n  to u ch es on  F r e u d ’s th e o ry  o f  trau m a as 
o u tlin e d  in  M oses and  M onotheism  and Beyond the Pleasure Principle . S h e  
traces th e  n o tio n  o f  re fe re n c e  and the fig u re  o f  th e  fa llin g  b o d y  in de 
M a n , K le is t , an d  K a n t; the n a rra tiv e s  o f  p erso n a l ca ta stro p h e  in H iroshim a  
m on am our\ and the trau m atic  ad d ress in  L e c o m p te ’s re in te rp re ta tio n  o f  
F r e u d ’s n a rra tiv e  o f  the d ream  o f  th e b u rn in g  ch ild .

In  th is tw e n tie th -a n n iv e rsa ry  e d itio n  o f  h e r  c lassic  text, a n ew  a fte r
w o rd  ad d resses m a jo r  q u estio n s  and  c o n tro v e rs ie s  su rro u n d in g  traum a 
th e o ry  th at h ave  arisen  o v e r th e  p ast tw o  decades. C a ru th  o ffe rs  in n o v a 
tive  in s ig h ts  in to  th e in h e re n t c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  in d iv id u a l and c o lle c 
tive trau m a, o n  the im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  p o litica l an d  e th ica l d im en sio n s o f  
th e th e o ry  o f  trau m a, an d  o n  th e c ru c ia l p lace  o f  lite ra tu re  in the th e o 
re tica l a r t ic u la tio n  o f  th e v e r y  c o n c e p t  o f  trau m a.

■

“ A  sp len d id  w o rk , w ritten  w ith  ad m ira b le  clarity , p o w er, and econ om y. 
E a c h  ch a p te r  is a c lassic  essay  on  its to p ic .” — J. Hillis Miller, au th o r o f
The C onflagration o f  C om m unity: Fiction Before arid A fte r  A uschw itz

“ C a ru th  has e m e rg e d  as o n e  o f  o u r m o st in n o vativ e  sch o la rs  on  w h at w e 
call trau m a, and on  o u r w ays o f  p e rc e iv in g  and c o n c e p tu a liz in g  that still 
m y ste rio u s  p h e n o m e n o n .” — Robert J a y  Lifton, AID, au th o r o f  D eath in  
L ife : S u rvivo rs o f  H iroshim a


