
The serial k ille r has become an obsession ever since Jack 

the  R ipper became a m edia sensation, em bedd ing  a new and 

ho rrify ing  type of m urderer in to  our cu ltu ra l consciousness—  

one who k ills  dark ly and in the dark. A ll popular m edia— prin t, 

radio, te lev is ion , and so on— have become absorbed by th is  

new figure. Th is book traces its  d iffu s io n  through all media 

and d iscusses w hat th is  reveals about modern society. Us

ing the Dexter saga of novels and te lev is ion  program s as its 

basis, the  book argues th a t a “ Dexter Syndrom e" has emerged 

whereby we no longer see a d iffe rence  between real and f ic 

tiona l seria l k ille rs . The psychological and social reasons for 

th is  are explored by tra c in g  pop cu ltu re  texts them selves 

(movies, novels, e tc .). Above all else, Dexter's concept of a 

“ moral code" form s a th e m a tic  thread th a t a llows the  author 

to  argue th a t our contem porary moral n ih ilism  has produced 

the dem and for horror and ho rrific  characters like  serial k ille rs, 

who have replaced m edieval dem ons and m onsters.
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