
T h e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  d e m o c ra c y  a n d  re lig io n  is as im p o r ta n t  to d a y  as i t  
w as in  A le x is  d e  T b c q u e v ille 3s t im e . T o c q u e v i l l e ,  D e ? n o c r a c y ,  a n d  R e l i g i o n  i s  a 
g ro u n d -b re a k in g  s t u d y  o f  th e  v iew s  o f  th e  g rea tes t th e o ris t o f  d e m o c ra c y  w r it in g  
a b o u t o n e  o f  o u r  m o s t  p ress in g  issues. A la n  S. K a h a n , a  le a d in g  T b c q u e v ille  
scho lar, show s h o w  T o c q u e v ille  s an alys is  o f  re lig io n  is s im u lta n e o u s ly  d e e p ly  
ro o te d  in  h is  th o u g h ts  o n  n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  F ra n c e  a n d A m e r ic a  a n d  
p e r t in e n t to  us to d a y .
T b c q u e v ille  th o u g h t th a t th e  ro le  o f  re lig io n  w as to  p ro v id e  checks a n d  balances  
fo r  d e m o c ra c y  in  th e  s p ir itu a l re a lm , ju s t as s e c u la r fo rces  s h o u ld  p ro v id e  th e m  in  
th e  p o lit ic a l re a lm . H e  b e lie v e d  th a t  in  th e  lo n g  ru n  s e cu la r checks a n d  balances  
w e re  d e p e n d e n t o n  th e  success o f  s p ir itu a l ones. K a h a n  e x a m in e s  h o w  T b c q u e v ille  
th o u g h t re lig io n  h a d  succeeded  in  c h e c k in g  a n d  b a la n c in g  d e m o c ra c y  in  A m e r ic a , 
a n d  fa ile d  in  F ra n c e , as w e ll as d e s c rib in g  T o c q u e v ille  s less w e ll-k n o w n  analyses  
o f  re lig io n  in  Ire la n d  a n d  E n g la n d , a n d  h is  p e rs p e c tiv e  o n  Is la m  a n d  H in d u is m .  
H e  show s h o w T o c q u e v ille ’s ‘p o s t-s e c u la r 5 a c c o u n t o f  re lig io n  c a n  h e lp  us c o m e  
to  te rm s  w ith  re lig io n  in  c o n te m p o ra ry  so c ie ties  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld .
M o r e  th a n  a  s tu d y  o f  T b c q u e v ille  o n  re lig io n  in  d e m o c ra tic  so c ie ty , th is  v o lu m e  
o ffers  a  re - in te rp re ta tio n  o f  T o c q u e v ille  as a m o ra lis t a n d  a  s tu d e n t o f  h u m a n  
n a tu re  in  d e m o c ra tic  so c ie ty ; a  th in k e r  w h o s e  n e w  p o lit ic a l sc ience w as in  th e  
serv ice  o f  a  n e w  m o ra l scien ce a im e d  a t e n c o u ra g in g  d e m o c ra tic  p e o p le  to  a tta in  
greatness as h u m a n  b e in g s . T o c q u e v i l l e ,  D e m o c r a c y ,  a n d  R e l i g i o n  g ives us a n e w  
T o c q u e v ille  fo r  th e  tw e n ty -f irs t c e n tu ry .


