The Letters of TIl s- E liot

G eneral Editor: John H affe nden

'l ran into m vy late w ife in W igm o re Street an hour
ago, and had to take to m vy heels/ wr rote E liot in 1936 ;
'only people w ho have been "w anted"'™ know the sort
o flife | le ad/

T his volum e tells the story of the decision to com m it

V ivien E liot to a psychiatric asy lum — after she had been
found w andering in the streets of London=®* 1t pubIlishes
all of the available correspondence?* ] :

Eliot becom es m ore and m ore of the public m an, visiting

everyw here from E ast Coker and Little G idd in gthb

Dublin, Edinbwurgh, Paris, Portugal and the U S A *

T he engaging and inventive letters are w ith manyOftfee
best-knowwn writers ofthe 1930s: W - H * Aud.ea”~preotge
Barker; John Betjem an; D juna Barnes (Eliot fightstx >

p ublish \]SﬁgbtiVOCEI) B asil Bumnting,; Law o rence Dutrell;
L aurie Lee; H ugh IVIiacD iarniid; X Villiana Satoyan,; ;

H e n ry M iller; A nais N in; E”~ra Pound; Stephen,K6 A/ ;

Spender; Vernon W atkins; and V irginia

addition, Eliot sits for a portrait by W yndham Lew is,

w hich is infam ously rejected by the R oyal Academy?*

O th er letters sh ow the poet's delight in his godochildren
— to w h om he posts the verses that w ill becom e 0 Id

Possum''s B ook ofPractical C ats (1939)* 'The verses were

certainly intended for children- 1 don't w ant ***tO
w rite children s poem s w hich w ill appealoprim arily
to sentim ental adults- T hat kin d o fverse seem s to

m e de finitely unpleasant/

A 1l the w hile these strands ofocorrespondence are being
played out, Eliot struggles to w rite his second play, T he
Family Reunion (1939)- The exchanges w ith his advisers
sh ow he can take strong criticism

, and he bites b ack

w ith frank replies-



