
T H E  C A M B R I D G E  C O M P A N I O N  T O  
T H E  L I T E R A T U R E  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  R E N A I S S A N C E

The Am erican Renaissance has been a foundational concept in Am erican liter­
ary history for nearly a century. The phrase connotes a period as well as an 
event, an iconic turning point in the grow th of a national literature and a canon  
o f texts that w ould shape Am erican fiction, poetry, and oratory for generations. 
F. O . JVfatthiessen coined the term in 19 4 1 to describe the years 18 50 —18 5 5 , 
w hich saw the publications o f m ajor writings by H aw thorne, .Melville, Emerson, 
Thoreau, and W hitm an. This C om panion takes up the concept o f the Am erican  
Renaissance and explores its origins, meaning, and longevity. Essays by distin­
guished scholars m ove chronologically from  the form ative reading o f Am erican  
Renaissance authors to the careers o f major figures ignored by JViatthiessen, 
including Stow e, D ouglass, Harper, and Longfellow . T h e volum e uses the best 
o f current literary studies, from  digital humanities to psychoanalytic theory, to  
illuminate an era that reaches far beyond the C ivil War and continues to shape 
our understanding o f Am erican literature.
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