
E v o lu tio n a ry  th eory  sparked n u m ero u s sp ecu la tio n s a b o u t h u m a n  
d ev e lo p m en t, an d  o n e  o f  th e  m o st ardently  em b raced  w as th e  idea  
th a t ch ild ren  are an im als recap itu la tin g  th e  ascen t o f  th e  species. A fter  
D arw in 's  O rig in  o f  Species, sc ien tific , p ed agog ica l, an d  literary w orks  
fea tu rin g  b eastly  babes an d  w ild  ch ild ren  in terrogated  h o w  ou r an ces­
tors ev o lv ed  an d  w h a t ch ild ren  m u st d o  in  order to  repeat th is cou rse  
to  h u m a n ity . E xp lor in g  fic tio n s b y  R u d yard  K ip lin g , L ew is C arroll, 
Frances H o d g so n  B u rn ett, C harles K in gsley , an d  M argaret G atty , 
Jessica  Straley  argues th a t V ic to r ia n  ch ild ren ’s literature n o t  o n ly  
a d o p ted  th is n e w  tsocon om y  o f  th e  an im al ch ild , b u t also su ggested  
w ays to  co m p le te  th e  ch ild ’s ev o lu tio n . In  th e  m id st o f  d eb ates a b o u t  
e lem en tary  ed u ca tio n  an d  th e  risin g  d o m in a n c e  o f  th e  scien ces, 
ch ild ren ’s authors p lo tte d  m in ia tu rized  e v o lu tio n s  for th eir  p ro ta g o ­
n ists an d  readers an d , m o re  p o in te d ly , p ro p o sed  th at th e  d ecisive  
ev o lu tio n a ry  leap  for b o th  ou r an cestors an d  ourselves is th e  a d v en t o f  
th e  literary im a g in a tio n .


