CONTENTS

ACKNOW IBUGRMENTS .ovcvvrvvrsssvssssvssssssssssssssssssssssssssss s s y
CHAPTER L Into the Slavic Mind: Bad Death and Atypical Burials in Early Medieval
ATCNABOTOGY ovrrvvvrvvssrvrsssssssssssssssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss st 1
L SEHING TNE STATR cooovvrssvvrcvnssssssisss s s s s 13
2. In the Shadow 0 the SIAVIC JO U S v 15
3. G00d deAth VS DAL GBALN oo 20
4. Introducing the phenomenon of deviant or atypical BUTIAIS ... 21
Deviant burials in Anglo-Saxon archaeology: AN OVEIVIEW ....cewecerermmmemmmmmmmssssssssmssessessessen 23
Atypical burials in Viking Age Scandinavia: AN OVEIVIEW ..v.vvcvvmsmvvmsmmsmsmssssmssssmssssmsssssssssssssnnns 25
D. THE AIM OFthE SEUAY vvvvrvvvrvvssrrssmssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss s 26
CHAPTER 2: From Nawia to Heaven: The SIavic Way 0f D 8ath .....ccvrmsvnssnmssssssnsssssnsnns 21
1. Dealing with the dead in early medieval POIand ... 21
Early medieval funerary archaeolog?/ N PolaNd: AN QVEIVIEW ovcvvvsvvsvvssssssssssssssssssssssssssinn 28
The performance and meaning of SIavic fUNETAIS ..v.cc.vvvcvvvsvvvssivrssrrsssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 34
The MOMENT OF AEALN ....ccvvvvrsr s 34
Preparing the DoAY fOr DUTTAL. ... 35
TranSPOrting the DOAY wovevvvvvvvvvmmvmssrsmsssmsssmsssmsss s sssssssss———————- 35
BT S wuvvvveeessssssssssssssss st ssssss st as R 36
C OTHINS totvvvvversssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssss s sss st sss s ssss s st s 36
VEBNICIES uvvvvvvssvsesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssesssssssssss st ssssss s 37
Cremating the DO T covvvervvrevmvrmmsresmsmsmsssssmsssssmssssssss s ————————— 38
INAUMING tE DOTY vt s e 42
Funerary festivities and the fUneral feast.. ... 43
INteracting With the G8AU ......vuvvvrvrmvrrvrsssssmsssmssssssssssssssssssssssrssssssssssssssssssssnes 43
The Meaning 0T §rave JOOUS .....vvouvvvcvvmimsssisssessmsssssisssissssisssssssssssssissssssssssssss s 44
JEWEIIETY AN AMUIBES cioviiivvvvssssseessesssssssssimimssssssssssssssss st ssssssssssssssssssees 45
WEBAPONS uvvvvvvssvvemssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss st ssssssesssssssssssss s 46
Clay and WOOUEN VESSEIS.....urimrismrrimsissississssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 50
TOOIS ANU ULBNSIIS 1vvvvvvvvvvvssesssssssssssssmssmmssmmassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassansans bl
2. Imagining the Otherworld: Icono%raphic_refresentationsofthe SIaVIC COSM 0S.vvvvvcrvvsrrrsrinn 55
The Zbrucz statue or the so-called ‘SVentovit from ZOrUCZ’ .......vvvvvmvmsmrmsssssmsssssssssmssssssssens 55
Knife scabbards with zoomorphic and anthropomorphic deCorationS........esrvrmsmmsssrsssssssns 59



Copper alloy spurs with ZOOMOIPAIC M OLITS .vvvvvrvvsvmsssrsmsssmmssssmsmmssrssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 61

Iconographie representations ofthe Slavic cosmos: CONCIUSIONS .vvvvvvvcvvvsvvssvnsssnssmsssssssssnnn 64

3. Otherworldly destinations for the dAd ... 64
Slavic Otherworld(s) in teXtUAl ACCOUNES .ouvvvvvrvvvsvvssvmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 64
Nawia and Naw 66
Wyraj, Raj, Iri] 6/
0Ne OtNEIWOTTH OF M OTE? covvvvvvvsrnsssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss s 67
00T T 1T 0N 68
CHAPTER 3. The Search for Vampires in Poland: Histories, Controversies and Réévaluations_ 69
1. A history of research on atypical burials in POIand ... 69
1930s-1960s: First discoveries of early medieval atypical burials in Poland ... 1l
Late 1960s-1970s: Establishing the term anti-vampire DUTIAL ........ovvvvcsvmsssvsssmssssssssssnsnns 6]
1990s: First sF?/nt_hesles of early medieval atypical burials in Poland........vvmrmsssmsmsmsssssnnn 79
2000-2010: Revisiting the problem of atypical burials in POIAN......crvvmrvrmsvvssvrsnssssssssrssenn 80

2. New perspectives on atypical burials in POIANG ... 84
Atypical burials in ajudicial perspective......... SN 84
Conferences and edited volumes on atyPICal DUTTAIS .o..vvvevvvsrvvvsivssisssisssnissnssssssssssssssssssessnnes 87
Pathological analyses of atypiCal DUMAIS ...........ccrvvmvmmvmmsmssmsmsssmsssssssssmssssmssssmssssmssssssssisnns 87
VisUalising atYPICal DUTTAIS..o.vvvvvvvsrvrnssvvsssrrsssssssssssssssmsssssssssssssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 88

3. Terminological concerns and problems with the [abel Vampire” ... 89
4. Towards a synthesis of atypical burials in early medieval Poland ... 90
CHAPTER 4: Face Down: Prone Burials in Early Medieval Poland.........mrmmmmmmmmsmnsinns 91
1. INtroduction and BACKGTOUNG o.vvvvvrvrsmvrssmvssssssssssssmssssmssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssren o1
2. Prone burials in early medieval Poland: Similarities and differences......mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmnnn 91
National patterning Of prone BUMAIS ......vevcvvmcsirsinsnsssssssssssssssssssesssessesesnen 92
Spatial location of prone burials Within CEMELEIIES ... 93
Grave goolds N prone burialS.....morvesons s S 94
Prone burials in combination with other atypical PractiCeS .........rmmmmmmsmmmmsmmsmsmmsmsmmsmsmssssrssssne 9%
LIVE DUTTAIS? ovvsosvvssvvssnvssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssne 9%

3, Interpreti_n? prone burials in early medieval POlanG ... 100
Prone burials in Polish ethnographic aCCOUNTS.....c.vvvvvvmssmmssssssssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssinn 102

4. Comparative perspectives ......... N 105
Prone burials In VIKING AQe SCANAINAVIA.....c.vvcrvvvsvmsssmsssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 106
Prone burials in Anglo-Saxon ENGIANG........vvemsmnssssmssissssmisssssssssmssssisssnes 109

5. Conclusions and future research on prone burials in early medieval Poland.........rens 110
CHAPTER 5: Offwith their Heads: Decapitation in Early Medieval Poland.........oveesine 116
1. Introduction and DACKGTOUNG ..vvvvvvvvvesrvrsnvsssmssssmsssssssssssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 116
2. Decapitated burials in early medieval Poland: Similarities and differences.....mmmmmmsrnns 117
National patterning of decapitated burials................ e 119
Spatial location of decapitated burials Within CEMELRIIES ...v.vvvvmmmvsmvssmmmsrmsssssmmssssssssssrsssenn 133
Grave goods in decapitated DUTTAIS.......vvvvvvvsvrsiersersnns R 134
Decapitated burials in combination with other atypical PractiCes. ... 134

3. Burials of skulls?.........., e Y 135
Burials of single skulls without postcranial SKEIBTONS ......vcvvvvvvvessvmsssssmsssmsssssmsssssssssssssssssissenss 136



Additional skulls in graves

Mul_tiFIe skulls in one pit ........... e N *4)
Burials of skulls: Discussion and INterPretation ... s 140
4. Interpreting decapitated burials in early medieval POland ... 141
Decapitation in tEXIUAL SOUTCES ..vmmvviimrmiismsssssssisssssmssssissssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 141

5. Decapitated burials in late medieval and early modern Poland.......mmmmmmmmmmmmssmnsnne 143
6. Comparative perspectives ... O 145
Decaﬁ)gatm,n and decapitated burials in the VIKINg WOTld .o.vvvvvveevessvssvssisssssssnsssssssssssssssnss 145
capitate BurlaTs In Vlléln AGE DBMAIK .o 148
Decapitated purials In VIKINGATE SWELEN. ... 151
Decaitated btérlals,m Eg%ad nd tne Islﬁ_ofMan —— 152

Sum arlsmq ecapitatec UIlS In the VIKINGWOTIC......eeems s 153
Decapitated burials in Anglo-Saxon ENQlant. ... 154

7. Conclusions and future research on decapitated burials in early medieval Poland................. 156
CHAPTER 6: Execution by Stoning and Burial under Stones in Early Medieval Poland ................ 160
L Introduction and DACKGIOUNG...ov.vvvssvvvsvvssrvssssvsssssssssssssssssssssssssssmssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 160
2. Stoned burials in early medievalPoland: Similarities and differenCes....mmmmmmmsmmmsnens 161
National patterning 0fStoNed DUITAIS. ... 161
Stones in child DUTIAlS.......oovvveessvssiiressisennn e s 166
Spatial location of stoned burials Within CEMELENIES ......vvevvvvvsvsvnirsrmmsssrssssrsssssssssssssssesns 167
Grave 900ds in stoned bUTialS......uvvesrrsrens e S 168
Stoned burials in combination with other atypical PractiCes ... 170

3. Interpreting stoned burials in early medieval POIANG ....ooovvvvvvscsinsnsssssssssssmsssnsssnssnn 171
SLONING IN LEXTUAI SOUICES ovvvvvsvvvvsssvssmssssssssssmssisssssisssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 172

4, Stoning in late MEdieVal POLANG ..t 175
5. Comparative perspectives ... O 177
Stonln? ang stoped purials in the VIKING W OTTd .o 178
Soned purials In VIKINGAGE DENMAIK.. ... 180

Soned purals In VIkIngA eva?den ANAGOUANG. s 188

S10ned UrAIS N VIKINGAGE [CRIANG......cvvrrsssssssssssssne 193

Stoned burtals 1N VIKINGAGE NOTWAY ..ot 193
Stoning and stoned burials In Anglo-Saxon England ... e ———————————— 195
6. Conclusions and future research on stoned burials in early medieval Poland ... 198
CHAPTER 7: Reopening Graves in Early Medieval POIaNG ... 205
L Introduction and DACKGTOUNT...mmumvvrmvmssmvmssssssssmssmsssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 205
2. Reopened graves in early medieval Poland: Similarities and differences ... 205
National patterning of reopened graves.............. RN 207
Spatial location of reopened graves Within CEMELEIIES ....v.uvvrvvmsmmmsmmssmmssssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssinn 207

3. Variants of_reOFened graves in early medieval POlaNG. ... 207
Adding DOdIES t0 Pre-XISHING GrAVES covvvvvvsvvssvnsevssssssmssessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessessnes 208
(Re)maving bones and objects and maiming the ead ..., 218

4. Grave disturbance in Polish ethnographic aCCOUNTS.....mmmmmmmmsismssmsmssssssssssssssssssmssssssssssnes 221
5. COMPArALIVE PEISPECLIVES ovvvvvsrvvsnvsssvssmssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssesss 222
Grave disturbance in the VIKING WOIIU ...ccovvvcvvvevvmsssvssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 222



Grave disturbance in Anglo-Saxon ENQIANG......vvmmmmmmmsmmssmssssissssssssssmsssssissssssssssssssns 227

L 0 [od 16 -] 0] o 1TSS 228
CHAPTER 8: CONCIUSIONS..ovvivvvsrvvrsisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssens 230
1. The wider social and ideological context of atypical DUMIAIS ..vvvvvvovvvsrssmvssmrssssssrssssrsssnnn 231
720 1] 10 OO 232
] ]3O 237

SEIBSZCZENIE oot 259



