
T h is  b o o k  o ffe rs  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  o v e rv ie w  a n d  c r it iq u e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  p o lit ic a l 

a n d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  th e  b a s ic  re su lts  o f  s o c ia l c h o ic e , a s s e s s in g  th e ir  

p la u s ib i l i t y  a n d  s e e k in g  to  id e n t it y  the  l in k s  b e tw e e n  th e  th e o r y  o f  s o c ia l c h o ic e  a n d  

th e  m o re  t ra d it io n a l is s u e s  o f  p o lit ic a l  th e o ry  a n d  p h ilo s o p h y . In  th is  re g a rd , the  a u th o r  

e s c h e w s  a  s t r o n g  m e t h o d o lo g ic a l c o m m it m e n t  o r  te c h n ic a l f o r m a lis m ; th e  a p p ro a c h  

is  in s te a d  b a s e d  o n  th e  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  p o l it ic a l  fa c ts  a n d  i l lu s t r a t e d  v ia  n u m e r o u s  

r e a l- l ife  e x a m p le s . T h is  a llo w s  th e  re a d e r  to  ge t a c q u a in te d  w ith  the  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  a n d  

p o l it ic a l  d is p u te  s u r r o u n d in g  v o t in g  a n d  c o lle c t iv e  d e c is io n - m a k in g  a n d  its  l in k s  to 

s o c ia l c h o ic e  th e o ry .


