
D uring th e  P ro g re ssiv e  Era in th e  U n ited  S ta te s , as te a c h in g  b e c a m e  p ro fe ss io n a lize d  an d  

c o m p u ls o r y  a t te n d a n c e  law s w e re  p a sse d , th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l e m e rg e d  a s  a  c u ltu ra l a u th o rity . 

W h a t did a c c e p tin g  th is  a u th o rity  m e a n  fo r  A m e r ic a n s ’ c o n c e p tio n  o f  s e lf-g o v e r n m e n t  and 

th e ir  fre e d o m  o f  th o u g h t?  A n d  w h a t did it m e a n  fo r  th e  ro le  o f  a r tis ts  an d  in te lle c tu a ls  w ith in  

d e m o c ra tic  s o c ie ty ?  Jesse  R aber a rg u e s  th a t  th e  b ild u n g sro m a n  n e g o t ia te d  th is  te n s io n  

b e tw e e n  d e m o c r a tic  a u to n o m y  and cu ltu ra l a u th o rity , rep risin g  an o ld  ro le  fo r  th e  g e n re  in a 

n e w  so c ia l an d  in te lle c tu a l c o n te x t . C o n sid e rin g  n o v e ls  b y  A b ra h a m  C a h a n , W ilia  C a th er, and 

C h a r lo tte  Perkins G ilm a n  a lo n g s id e  th e  e d u c a tio n a l th o u g h t  o f  John D e w e y , th e  M o n te sso ria n s  

th e  A m e rica n  H erb a rtia n s, and th e  s o c ia l e ff ic ie n c y  e d u c a to rs , R aber tr a c e s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 

o f  an a e s th e t ic s  o f  s o c ia l a c tio n . R ichly so u rce d  a n d  v iv id ly  n a rra ted , th is  b o o k  is a c re a tiv e  

in te rv e n tio n  in th e  fie ld s  o f  lite ra ry  critic ism , p ra g m a tic  p h ilo so p h y , a e s th e t ic  th e o ry , an d  th e  

h is to ry  o f  e d u c a tio n .


