
Table of Contents 

Introduction 1 

The Senses 9 

I. The Sense of Sight 
1. Vision and Worldview 19 
2. The Eyes as Windows on the Soul 28 
3. The Looks of Love 31 
4. If Looks Could Kill 41 
5. "Looks" and the Concept of Physical Beauty 45 

II. The Sense of Hearing 
1. Orality and Literacy 59 
2. Sound and Silence 74 
3. Community as Chorus 89 
4. Speaking in Tongues 93 
5. Truth in Timbre 102 

III. The Sense of Smell 
1. A Gateway for the Ghosts Ill 
2. Perfume: "the Deadly Odor" 118 

IV. The Sense of Taste 
1. Food for Body and Soul 127 
2. Failed Nurturance 136 
3. The Male Menu 141 
4. Eating and Sex 145 
5. The "Crying Need for Honey" 149 
6. Candy and Capitalism 151 
7. The Sweetness of Love 157 

V. The Sense of Touch 
1. "Heightened Sensibility" 165 
2. "Some Touching Every Day" 171 
3. Women as Subjects of Desire 184 
4. Pleasure and Pain 199 

Conclusion 213 
Works Cited 221 


