
Political Speeches 

1. Die Textsammlung Political Speeches - Historical and Topical Issues 6 

2. Konzeption des Unterrichtsmodells 8 

3. Klausuren 9 

4. Components 20 

Component 1: The power of words 

21 William Shakespeare: Marc Antony's funeral oration 
Abraham Lincoln: Gettysburg address (1863) 25 
Winston Churchill: Blood, toil, tears and sweat (1940) 28 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy: The Berlin speech (1963) 31 

• Copy 1 : Citizens of West Berlin looking over the wall shortly after its erection 
• Copy 2: Timeline of events in Berlin after the end of World War II 34 
• Copy 3: Timeline of events in Berlin after the end of World War II (solution) 
• Copy 4: Listening comprehension - J. F. Kennedy: The Berlin speech (gap text) 

33 

35 
36 

» It 
Component 2: The American dream 

2.1 The Hispanic American dream 37 

Hillary R. Clinton: America's best days are still ahead (2005) 39 

• Copy 5: Bilingualism in California 40 
George W. Bush jr.: The United States must secure its borders (2006) 41 
• Copy 6: Listening comprehension - George W. Bush jr.: The USA must 

secure its borders 44 

2.2 The Black American dream 45 

47 
48 
49 

• Copy 7: Group 1 : The Civil Rights Movement 
• Copy 8: Group 2: The Civil Rights Movement 
• Copy 9: Group 3: The Civil Rights Movement 

Malcolm X: The ballot or the bullet (1964) 52 
Ossie Davis: Our shining black prince (1965) 54 
Robert F. Kennedy: I have some very sad news for all of you (1968) 
Bill Cosby: It's what you're not doing (2004) 59 

56 

Component 3: British democracy 

3.1 British political forces 63 

Queen Elizabeth II: Annus horribilis (1992) 64 

• Copy 10: The political system in the UK 65 
• Copy 10a: The political system in the UK (solution) 

Michael Portillo: The causes of defeat (1997) 67 
Tony Blair: We are the change-maker (2005) 67 

3.2 Participation 70 

Arthur Scargill: Fight for the future (1984) 71 

• Copy 11 : The Big Strike 72 

Margaret Thatcher: The strike is over (1985) 73 

66 
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Component 3 (Fortsetzung) 

3.3 Britain and Europe 75 

Tony Benn: I cannot hand away powers lent to me (1991 ) 75 

• Copy 12: "Euro for your thought, dear" (cartoon) 76 

Douglas Alexander: Britain's place in today's European Union (2005) 78 

• Copy 1 3: Stylistic devices in Douglas Alexander's speech 80 

Component 4: Postcolonial times 81 

4.1 India 81 

Mahatma Gandhi: Quit India (1942) 82 

• Copy 14: Timeline India 84 

Clement Attlee: The end of British rule in India (1947) 85 
Winston S. Churchill: Britain's shameful flight from India (1947) 86 

• Copy 15: Winston Churchill: Britain's shameful flight from India 87 

Jawaharlal Nehru: Speech on the granting of Indian independence (1947) 89 

4.2 South Africa 92 

A. L. Geyer: A case for apartheid (1953) 94 
Harold Macmillan: The wind of change (1960) 97 
Hendrik Verwoerd: Response to Harold Macmillan's speech (1960) 99 

• Copy 16: The Scorpions: Wind of change (1990) 100 
• Copy 1 7: Hendrik Verwoerd: Response to Harold Macmillan's speech 

(listening comprehension) 101 

4.3 Reactions in Britain 99 

Enoch Powell: River of blood (1968) 102 
Tony Blair: Immigration and politics do not make easy bedfellows (2004) 105 

Component 5: Globalisation 

5.1 The global threat of terrorism 106 

Rudy Giuliani: New York city was viciously attacked (2001 ) 107 
Osama Bin Laden: Statement to the "infidel" nations (2001) 110 
Colin L. Powell: The United States is taking on the fight against terrorism 

(2001) 112 
Tony Blair: My divisive decision to go to war in Iraq (2004) 114 
George W. Bush Jr.: The world is engaged in a great ideological struggle 

(2006) 117 

• Copy 18: George W. Bush Jr.: The world is engaged in a great ideological 
struggle (listening comprehension) 119 

5.2 Global warming 118 

George W. Bush Jr.: President announces clear skies & global climate change 
initiatives (2002) 120 

Kofi Annan: Address to the climate change conference in Nairobi (2006) 122 

• Copy 19: Vocabulary: Global warming/climate change/greenhouse 
effect 126 
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