
Contents 

Preface ix 
Acknowledgments xi 

Introduction 1 

Part I 
WRITING 

1. Philosophical Assumptions Inherent in Current 
Cognitive Models of Writing 21 

Introduction: Thought and Language in Current Cognitive Models of 
Composing 21 

Why Purpose Will Not Characterize Writing as a Particular Mode of Discourse 22 
Language after the Ideational Fact 23 
Indexicality in Writing 31 
Dialogic Semiotics 33 
Writing as a Social Process 36 

2. Reciprocity as a Principle of Discourse 39 

Introduction 39 
Language as Interaction 39 
The Pact of Discourse 41 
Context of Production versus Context of Use 45 
The Reciprocity Principle 47 
The Origins of Reciprocity in Discourse 49 
Reciprocity as a Principle of Conversation 51 

Mutual Knowledge versus Mutual Frames of Reference 52 
Reading as a Process of Elimination 56 

v 



vi Contents 

3. What Writers Do 59 

Initiating Discourse 59 

Text Elaborations: Genre, Topic, and Comment 61 
Topic and Comment 65 

Functional Sentence Perspective 67 
Thematic Progressions and Grammaticality of Text 69 
Notes toward a Reciprocity-Based Text Grammar 71 
A Reciprocity-Based Grammar of Written Text 80 

4. A Critical Examination of the Doctrine of 
Autonomous Texts 81 
MARTIN NYSTRAND, ANNE DOYLE, and MARGARET HIMLEY 

Introduction 81 
The Doctrine of Autonomous Texts 81 
An Experiment 86 
Some Implications for Discourse Analysis 92 
The Doctrine of Autonomous Text in Retrospect: Three Fallacies 94 
How Notes Are Composed 97 
How Essays Communicate 99 
The Structure of Argument versus the Structure of Communication 100 
The Role of Context in Written Communication 102 
Conclusion 105 

5. Necessary Text Elaborations 109 

Introduction 109 
An Alternative Approach to Readability: The Kintsch-Vipond Reader-Text 

Interaction Model 110 
An Experiment 113 
The Writer-Reader Interaction Hypothesis 120 
A Comparison of Demands on Writers Addressing Knowledgeable and 

Unknowledgeable Readers 121 
Another Experiment 122 

Part II 
LEARNING TO WRITE 

6. Genre as Generative: One Perspective on One Child's 
Early Writing Growth 137 
MARGARET HIMLEY 

Introduction 13" 
A Working Definition of Genre 139 
Samantha: A Documentary Account 140 



Contents vii 

Samantha Qua Writer 141 
Samantha Making Things 143 
Samantha Saying Something 147 
Samantha Creating Texts 152 
Conclusion 156 

7. Where Do the Spaces Go? The Development of Word 
Segmentation in the Bissex Texts 159 

Introduction 159 
Initial Impressions 160 
Text Sample 167 
Main Study 169 

8. Learning to Write by Talking about Writing: A Summary 
of Research on Intensive Peer Review in Expository 
Writing Instruction at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 

Introduction 
What Is Intensive Peer Review? 
What Specific Evidence Shows That Intensive Peer Review Is Effective? 
Analysis of Talk in Writing Groups 
Rhetorical Problem Solving 

References 
Index 

179 

179 
180 
181 
189 
210 

213 
227  


