
Contents 

Preface xi 

Acknowledgments xxi 

Introduction xxiii 

1 Political and Artistic Divides in Baudelaire: An Aesthetic of 
Evil 1 

2 The Diabolical Character of Modern Political Redemption 29 
3 Benjamin's Politicized Reading of Baudelaire 59 
4 The God's Eye View of the Historical Materialist 93 
5 Paris, Melancholy, and Phantasmagoria: Economic 

Determinations or a Human Soul-Scape? 107 
6 Flâneurs: Baudelaire's Urban Self-Makers, Benjamin's 

Accomplices of Commodity Capitalism, and Redeeming Rag
pickers 133 

7 Baudelaire's "Depraved" View of Women and Benjamin's 
Redemption of Commodified Fallen Women 145 

Conclusion 171 

Bibliography 177 

Index 185 

About the Authors 197 


