Contents

List of Figures xiv
List of Photographs xviii
List of Maps xxii
List of Tables. XXiii
Preface XXvi
Abstract xxvii
1. The Advent and Abandonment of Levantine Urbanism 1
INtrOAUCH O s oo eyt s Sosa Eo oS o e S e L R eSS e ey 1
The Levantine BrONZE AZe...........cceemitiimeesinmnrisearesmsecsrmssessrsamsnssssssessssssissasssasssset ssesassesessinssnssssossassseasensnransassesnassvssenonses 2
Traditional and Revised Views 0f Early BIORZE LIV .....ccurcovmrerieeiinsiminescerseissessarassasrvessansssesmsasanssasssssrsasssassassessessesss 3
Archaeological Inference of Early Bronze IV SOCIELY.....cccvrrrerrimroninrercrsmsesrrimssisesesssrsssossassnassassmssssenssossessessasrossensens 5
2. Excavation Methods and Interpretive Framework 7
Archaeological Investigations at Tell ADU €0-NI‘a] ...ivccieericriccnieineineariissesesssnssssnssessneinessesssssornassmessasasssassesrasen 7
Excavation Methods and TEIMIS ... vsierimeccreimiirsismsisnsnssssassesssessssronsarsesspsssssrassssssssssnssnssssestassssstssnassssssstnessssassassssssens 10
SPAHAL ANALYSIS ....covurrerarerirnesnsrasersasseseateccassasassiamsossasasarasseraerassssssasaesssnreseassastaseses besmsbibesssbesssesesnsyessssnsansassossssseassns 11
Classification and Analysis of Material REMAINS..........cocvvcrreccscrnnrncarnosmanrscsssscssssessisessies Pl s 12
CRTANNICS ...evovereneeriersenerereivisnaesersasasssasensstnssastnesestssasesestssasersassessssassessaasessasearas sst st sestaserssssbanatonnessiosaass sensabsnsnsassesestseseas 13
ADIMAlBONES s coamersimtantm s sasai s siss s semsgo e vE s oSt s Sa e e sumaaets F9Ssses AT s soa i hes SeA e e s e e sy e RS ns 13
Carbontised Seeds and WO0d ..........occevrecneescrnneresrenssmnesrssnssesssessnssesssssasasensas g T SR s TR 4 13
Vegetation Modelling .........coecrvnnaarenens R e T —— 14
LithiC INAUSLIIES c.cviuvreeiveeersrrerensnssssstnissssesasnessessseatenssarntsnesssssesesssasabassnsatant sss s sssassnssos oassasssssarasesartssssssessnsensssssonsnee 15
Multiple Lines of Evidence and ANalyses........co...ovicarsssesnnssreiassssssssesssessanae e T e TR S AR S SSR S s eRs 15
3. Modern and Past Environmental Dynamics in the Southern Levant 17
The SOUhETN LEVANL ........sissesessssesssenssssssossistmasesesrsss sonsasiassssssmsssensnemsasasisssessssnss R 17
Modern Vegetation of the SOUtErn LEVANL ........ccuivvemmremminissiuccsrmussinmssassssmsssarsssssstsssssssssssssmsssssssassassssssasssassssssessase 18
Modern Environmental Setting of Tell ABU €D-Ni‘a].....cocveeeruccsmssiemniscissnisnisassssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssmsssssssssssssassassssons 21
Modelling Bronze Age VEBEIATION ... vectsineeesirecsrsisesisesesssrassssnmesssrassstsesensssessssssssssssassasasessssssasssmsessesesssrasssrassacseonas 22
Methods.................. T e eSS iSRS ISR RS ST TS R S 22
ReSUItS .....vovnverreeenninvresenmnereenesanns T T T T e T T e T e e e T e S 22
DiSCuSSion ......ececcersireaeesesnersesnscrinn b ees Dnas s Epns as Bpsasdonsns ¥inns i FaaneiTusandifuass VS TSP U N os i o e bs b S i s A T sk 24
Orchard Cultivation in the SOUHEIN LEVADL ..o oo icriecemmmmiosiironcaimeasisesessssssmiassssesssamermsssssesnsssessssssstssactsassesseses 24
Dung Burning as a Primary Source of Carbonised Seeds at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj....ccccoeremmsrescienersersersaiscsasorsnnsasnascanns 27
Charcoal Analysis and Wood Resource Use at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj and Tell el-Hayyat..........cccveemnvecnmnrsioncas P — 27
RESUMS oy g v vrms s oy Doy o e T T e e TP Ay T S oSy SO Ao T T e T
Discussion
Animal Bones and Shells at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj and Dhahret Umm el-Marar ........cocnvimmissminssnninsssssssssssssinisessasan 29
Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj Animal BODES.......cuseectsiccesrermmeronsesmssacensasassrsanes asacsbisesarsessaassznrane et s.Pitarsiarssheiasassterssh 29
Dhahret Umm el-Marar ANIMA] BONES ...ccuvcciiiereriirmiiismiemsmssassessssiss imessscssasshestasssessstssasssasssesssstssssssnssssssssssoesiseons 33
Dhahret Umm el-MArar SHEILS ......ccusveessereecsssencsirismsesssmmsranasessamissessesesssmasesensssresisssmasinsssssnsisiasiessssassssssassssssssessnase 34
Tell AbU €n-Ni‘Qj SHELLS ...cvrrierunmeerassisssssssinsssssnssssssrsssessassssmmitbesssssstossiintassistinsiasssses RBUMREI—— L
4. Community Architecture at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj 37
Stratified VIillage ATCRIECIUTE...........c.ocsererseresseassasssnssrassrssesssessnssessestsessmstssasssssenssssassssassssasssasssssanssasassrnsssastoesenstanssassess 37
T T N ] (11 LT g o eGSR 42
Phase 6 A T e S8 i i v s P S T LTSy PP e YOS e v < s Er v A TS AR 33T ST S s SSei 43
FPHasE S AN O ... oo asoumsicesssaasma iaass s ais S T e e e aadass i S R ST 4V S T TS e e fom o 45
PHASE 4 ATTHIIE CUUTE. . cocan ssassensssosssvinasrsansmsannonsnnsasans shiansmsansanssansssssassss®iehensEisans 8s3HAEToA KIRRATAS SURRESS 843 Fo4 TS i sTg RN S oRpRA TR AT 52

PHASE) 3" A TP TS CIUTE srrervevarsmirzres auassssise se9wsiin e sboas anassssssmsnsassmansss sissaneemsaassansanessanas$84s5a B e 52



Phase 2 ATCHITECIUTE.....vverveectiirererrresreiiseressesssessssersssassessssenseessessasssaesnses 58

Phase | ATChITECHINe s omn it o 00 s T ety oy esnio S e eEe TS .. 64
Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj Village Plannmg in Ovemew on: STemcmen serasneus s tasasne i uiEs 66
5. Radiocarbon Chronology for Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj 69
INtrOdUCH ON . o o ce e s sasosns o nanst aas SR e R TR ST A e S5 s o TR B T e s+ v e 69
Methods: Sampling of Carbomsed Seeds for AMS Radlocarbon Ages .................... 69
Results: AMS Ages and Bayesian Modelling ... w e asoss e 72
Tell Abu €n-Ni‘@j.....oererrecricarmrnrnrencnenns . T —— 72
Tell.el-Hayyat «..cnemmsssass s - . RS —— 72
Discussion smpsnsssiemeam B e i ; : Eiasaeiaae 1o st
Comparison with Levantine Early Bronze IV Radiocarbon Ev1dence ....................................................................... 73
Comparative Evidence for the Early Bronze IV/Middle Bronze Age Transition.......c.cveve.cvcicsrisesermvrreeresmennscervosens 74
Articulation with Emerging Bronze Age Chronologies for the Southern Levant.........cuvcvnviccieinninnesinnicnee 74
Conclusions ........coceesmrcermseernnrenanraccsens T e 74

6. Early Bronze IV Ceramic Typology and Chronology at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj (by Steven E. Falconer, llya Berelov

and Patricia L. Fall) 75
Traditions of Early Bronze IV Ceramic Chronology .......coccccrminvesnsnennnec . 75
Teil Abu en-Ni‘aj Vessel Forms and Levantine Typological Parali¢ls.......... S ETE— 75
Pottery Manufacturing and Exchange..........ce.c.u.. T TS e EORET T TR AR Vg . 75
Stratified Ceramic Assemblages at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj 5 78

Phase 7 Pottery : seszusussaTssedasasass . e e T S T T 78
Phase 6 Pottery T PP S N T T e e TR RH LW 81
Phase 5 POLtery .....ccccueneursnrncne sirepsamanere g (FeeiThenTErenrenrsero SR : veerene 81
Phase 4 POt ey e e e e s e e s s R S S S OSSR S T e TR e T e e 85
Phase 3 Pottery .....cccervcrururrnas i T A T e T e ST T TR S TR T A S s SRR e T 86
Phase 2 POHETY .....ccvvvniniruescannernmsnssneas xR T T T G T o g oo0TRs 89
Phase 1 POtery ...c.evrervinvercrnsnirissnens . OO YN . 2 0 93
Chronological Implications........cccoveereeeees TR TR SRR S e aTE TS s EE s e as s 10t

7. Ceramic Vessel Form, Function and Style at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj 103
Introduction : e e T 103
Pottery Form and Function o S oot O I R . eexESA Lt amEpa it st e SRR TIE T 103

Functional Changes in the Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj Assemblages......... O - 70 103
Shifts in Vessel Form Frequency and Size............... 104
POUETY SLY1G, sons utessiames csuss Spnanerssismmismminsiausts fssios 106
Decorative Motifs S . A5 e vrassasiRo s SRS s S .106
Trends in Pottery Decoration.... . capseressengasnanesarasearasstasnansnasanssns bastiTIHRTSTrsteasins 107
Handle Types S — v atsaaiE 110
RIM I PrOfl] €855 s sretesming s ma sommrt b riem vovsss 1 Ty 7o 644 35S VTS T i e s TR e T e TS ey e TT TTTe sh e ao T s e aas s Te ey 111
DiSCUSSION ..voecermceeriirerensenseres e T D 112

8. Stone and Metal Tool Technology at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj 115

Chipped Stone Tools ......covveevevrnveeciersecnnrenes - P RO =L S S S0 115
Introduction T w xS BTSN TR s ssevrastivasnas 115
SamMPINgG AN MEINOMS....c.eivesccerecccccrsmecccrcsmenrrssmsrscasssssssessosssrsssssssassmssnsasssssssasassssessssesass sossasesest srstsssassesessssssasssess 115
Anatytical Results = - S 116
Discussion SSTRSSTann e e TS SRS SRS : g 121

Ground Stone Implemcntﬂ TTEV 4357 e s TS SRS AT T 121
Introduction .. sieevasestessesenarssnsarar sannaen esnRassESbSA TSRS LRSS OR 121
Ground Stone Functional Typology and Interpretatlon o = e 122
Spatial Patterning " . . : 126
Discussion R .

Metal Objects = -GS ... 129

Conclusions = S-S 129

9. Archaeobotanical Analyses of Carbonised Plant Remains from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj (by Steven Porson,
Patricia L. Fall and Steven E. Falconer) 131
Introduction. = e 131




Processing of Carbonised Seedc

Trend Analysis.......coeeeveeeiccnnee

Seed Classifications

Baley . et e censaneseennnn sninye BT

Wild GIasseS....uvevreerereerivmeenranesssercsnmsrarsversessarsossressanens

Cultivated Legumes.........ccoveevveecesessscessinsasssssesassosssases

Wild LeguUmES ....c.cceceeereenerermrimninermeneeressosses

FIUItS.cuvreveee e ceeesctsecisassssnesren e
Wild Seeds

Unknowns

Stem Fragments........ccccomeimnmeninnreneeniriennns
Notable Absences......c.ccverrerranne

Quantitative Results.,

DISCUSSTON .5 mrsemmmms. secs cos s oo e wa e s 3SR SO Aae Wi e e

------------

Conclusions T T T I iR

10. Early Bronze IV Ritual Behaviour at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj
Introduction........ccovereeversesesesnsenane

Phase 6 Animal Burials and Temple .......coovsmsmsinncseeccininaneses

..........

Phase 1 Shrine and Animal Interment................

Discussion.

CONCIUSIONS ...c.ceerrarreieceseeivenscriasenens

11. Excavations at Dhahret Umm el-Marar and Umm el-Ba‘ir.

Introduction

Setting and Sarnplmg of Dhahret Umm el-Marar
Results... e
Materlal Culture

Stone Tool Technology ...
Metal Implements

Discussion.........

Enclosure Wall
Domestic Architecture and Pottery

Dhahret Umm el-Marar and Early Bronze IV Sett]ement and Socwty .....

Test Excavations at Umm ¢l-Ba‘ir
Background ..............

........

.......

Conclusions.......

12. Early Bronze IV Village Life during Urban Abandonment
Revised Interpretation of Levantine Early Bronze IV Settlement and Society

Evidence and Inference from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj

Conclusions

Bibliography

The following appendices are available to download from www.barpublishing.com/additional-downloads.html:

Appendix 1. Excavated loci at Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj by excavation area and stratigraphic phase

Appendix 2. Ceramics from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj

Appendix 3. Archaeobotanical remains from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj

131
132
132
132
132
133
133
133
133
133
133
133
133
133
137
138

139
139
139
142
155
158

159
159
159
162
169
173
178
178
178
179
179

.. 179

179
180
180
181
182

183
183
183
186

189

Appendix 4. Chipped stone artefacts from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj, Dhahret Umm el-Marar and Umm el-Ba‘ir, 1996/97

Appendix 5. Chipped stone artefacts from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj, 2000
Appendix 6. Ground stone implements from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj

Appendix 7. Objects from Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj and Dhahret Umm el-Marar

Appendix 8. Ceramics from Dhahret Umm el-Marar


http://www.barpublishing.com/additional-downIoads.html

