
CONTENTS 

Acknowledgements ix 
List of Abbreviations xi 

Introduction 1 
1. Two Expressions for "to remember" in Mesopotamia 1 
2. Names and Images from the Past 3 
3. A Provisional Definition of Memory 5 
4. "In the Halls of Memory": the Static Model of Memory 6 
5. The Dynamic Model of Maurice Halbwachs 16 
6. Memory versus History 22 
7. Summary and Material 26 
8. The Presentation of the Question and its Consequences for 

the Mesopotamian Material 29 

PART ONE: CULTURAL MEMORY 

Chapter One The Boundaries of Cultural Memory: 
The Geographical and Temporal Boundaries Imposed as 
Conditions for Society's Past 35 
1. The Relationship between Topography and Geography 36 

1.1. The Boundaries of the World 38 
1.2. A Topographical Route Description 41 
1.3. The Depiction of a Map of the World 44 

2. The Boundaries of Time 48 
2.1. How Cultural Memory was Preserved at Mari 

and Nippur 51 
2.2. The Role of "Historic Omina" in Restaging the Bygone 

Age 55 
2.3. The Paradigm "King of the Battle" 59 

3. The Beginning of the Selection Process: "The Curse of 
Akkad" 64 
3.1. Those who are "Forgotten" 68 



vi CONTENTS 

Chapter Two The Building Blocks of Memory: Communication 
with the Gods in the Third Millennium 71 
1. A Time of Writing 72 
2. Gifts 73 
3. Cult of the Dead, or Caring for Statues? 79 
4. Stelae 81 
5. Building Inscriptions 83 
6. Singers and Scribes 85 
7. Conclusions 89 

Chapter Three Transmission from Image to Imagery: 
Communication with Previous Generations 91 
1. The Inheritance of the naru 92 
2. "A name for the Far-Off Days" 95 
3. "Read the naru" 99 
4. How Naram-Sin "Stayed out of Trouble" 102 
5. Conclusion 104 

Chapter Four Choices I: The Construction of the Past in the 
Old Babylonian Period 109 
1. A Time for Reading: Copying 110 

1.1. Criteria 114 
1.2. The Geographical World Order 117 
1.3. Interpolations 119 
1.4. Conclusion 121 

2. Renarrations 122 
2.1. The "Revolt" Texts 123 
2.2. The Contents 125 
2.3. Matters of Geography 129 
2.4. Conclusion 132 

Chapter Five Choices II: The Interpretation of the Past in the 
Old Babylonian Period 133 
1. Royal Letters 133 

1.1. "Complete" (Sets of) Correspondence 135 
1.2. The Choice 137 

2. The Sumerian "King List" 140 
2.1. North versus South 144 
2.2. Options 148 



CONTENTS vii 

2.3. Conclusions 151 

Chapter Six Continuity and Change in the Ebabbar of 
Sippar: The Construction of the Past in the First Millennium 153 
1. Stories from Before the "Flood" 153 
2. Scholarly Prehistory 157 
3. Nabu-apla-iddina 159 
4. Nebuchadnezzar 164 
5. Nabonidus 166 
6. Provisions for the Temple 171 
7. Conclusions 174 

Conclusion to Part One: The Place of the Past in Mesopotamia 177 

PART TWO: COMMUNICATIVE MEMORY 

Chapter Seven The Topography of the Dead: the Dead as 
Communicators of Memory within the Family Circle 187 
1. The Living and the Dead 190 

1.1. Death and Burial 192 
2. The Topography of the Dead: "Roots Below and Fruit 

Above" 194 
2.1. In Search of the locus in Urban Society 197 
2.2. In Search of the locus in Domestic Society 200 

3. "Foreign" Spirits of the Dead 203 
4. Summary and Conclusions 209 

Chapter Eight Genealogies 213 
1. The Relationship between Oral Transmission and Fixed 
Literary Tradition 213 

1.1. The Mesopotamian Genealogies 215 
2. "Kings who Lived in Tents" 219 
3. Genealogy and Ritual: The Invocation of the Dead (kispu) 223 
4. Summary and Conclusions 231 

Epilogue 235 



viii CONTENTS 

Chronological Tables 241 
Plates and Illustrations 245 

Bibliography 255 
Index 277 


