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Treatise I : Forbidden Intercourse 3

Chapter i . Liability for forbidden intercourse (Secs. 1- 2) ; prior
warning required (Sec. 3) ; varieties of punishment (Sec. 4) ;
burning (Sec. 5) ; strangulation (Sec. 6) ; flogging (Sec. 7) ; pun¬
ishment for intercourse other than that punishable by the afore¬
mentioned penalties (Sec. 8) ; victim of duress —woman , not man
—exempt (Sec. 9) ; definition of “initiator ” and “consummator”
(Sec. 10) ; intercourse without erection (Sec. 11) ; illicit inter¬
course mistaken for licit, and intercourse with person or animal
moribund or dead (Sec. 12) ; influence of age of parties upon
liability (Sec. 13) ; intercourse between male and male (Sec.
14) ; intercourse with hermaphrodite or tumtum (Sec . 15) ; inter¬
course with animal (Secs. 16- 18) ; intercourse between adult and
minor , person awake and person asleep, etc. (Sec. 18) ; witnesses
need not have seen the parties in the act itself (Sec. 19) ; pre¬
sumptive propinquity , menstruation , adultery , or betrothal (Secs.
20-23) . 16
Chapter 2. Female relatives forbidden in perpetuity (Secs. 1- 2) ;
sister (Secs. 3- 4) ; aunt (Sec. 5) ; daughter and granddaughter
(Sec. 6) ; wife ’s kin (Secs. 7- 10) ; paramour ’s kin (Sec. 11) ; pre¬
cautions required in case of suspected or rumored incest (Sec.
12) ; consanguinity results from marriage , not from illicit rela¬
tionship (Sec. 13) ; permitted relatives (Sec. 14) . 20
Chapter 3. Wife of minor , deaf-mute , imbecile , etc . ( Sec. 1) ;
minor wife of adult husband (Sec. 2) ; priest ’s daughter (Sec.
3) ; betrothed maiden (Secs. 4- 11) ; multiple liability (Sec. 12) ;
bondmaid (Secs. 13- 17) . 25
Chapter 4. Menstruation and flux : liability for intercourse with
menstruant (Secs. 1- 3) ; heathen menstruant (Sec. 4) ; woman
delivered of a child (Sec. 5) ; time of immersion (Secs. 6- 8) ;
woman subject to fixed period presumed to be clean at other
times (Sec. 9) ; credibility of woman herself (Sec. 10) ; on¬
set of menstruation during intercourse (Sec. 11) ; intercourse
near time of period or immediately after (Secs. 12- 13) ; se lf-
examination before and after intercourse , and use of test rags



i THE BOOK OF HOLINESS

(Secs. 14- 19) ; habitual hemorrhage during intercourse (Secs.
20- 22) . 3r
Chapter 5. Hemorrhage due to mishap (Sec. 1) ; structure of fe¬
male reproductive organs (Secs. 2- 4) ; clean and unclean blood
(Secs. 5- 12) ; miscarriage (Secs. 13- 15) ; blood found in inserted
tube or in urine (Secs. 16- 17) ; virginal blood (Secs. 18- 25) . 37
Chapter 6. Identity of blood of menses , of flux, of travail , of
childbirth , and of purification (Sec. 1) ; menstrual period and
period of flux (Secs. 2- 6) ; flux of lesser or greater degree (Secs.
7- 8) ; rules of calculation and procedure (Secs. 9- 23) . 44
Chapter 7. Blood of travail (Secs. 1- 4) ; childbirth in state of
flux (Secs. 5- 6) ; rules of calculation and procedure (Secs. 7- 24) . 51
Chapter 8. Regular and erratic menstrual periods (Sec. 1) ; symp¬
toms of onset of menses (Sec. 2) ; when intercourse is forbidden
(Sec. 3) ; determination of menstrual period (Secs. 4- 10) ; necessity
of diligent self-examination (Sec. 11) ; failure to examine (Secs.
12- 13) ; hemorrhage from wound (Sec. 14) ; procedure for blind,
deaf-mute , or imbecile woman (Sec. 15) ; procedure if period is
unknown (Secs. 16- 22) . 57
Chapter 9. Hemorrhage unaccompanied by sensation indicative
of menses or flux (Secs. 1- 2) ; retroactive effect (Secs. 3- 4) ; defi¬
nition of pregnant woman , nursing woman , virgin , and old
woman (Secs. 4- 5) ; bloodstains found on woman ’s flesh and
those found on her garment (Sec. 6) ; bloodstains found on
articles not susceptible to uncleanness (Sec. 7) ; stains found on
flesh opposite , or in line with , a woman ’s private parts , and those
found elsewhere on her body (Sec. 8) ; shape of stain (Sec. 9) ;
location of stain on garment (Secs. 10- 11) ; multiple or oversized
stains (Sec. 12) ; undersized stain (Sec. 13) ; stain followed by flow
(Secs. 14- 18) ; stain attributable to external cause (Secs. 19- 28) ;
stain on garment shared by several women (Secs. 29- 35) ’>testing
of stain for blood (Secs. 36- 38) ; stain found during menses or
flux results in corresponding doubtful uncleanness (Sec. 39) . 67
Chapter 10. Confinement , regardless of result , involves unclean¬
ness (Sec. 1) ; time of miscarriage relative to date of conception
(Sec. 2) ; structure of foetus (Secs. 3- 4) ; infant emerging “from
its mother ’s side” (Sec. 5) ; foetus emerging piecemeal (Sec. 6) ;
foetus that puts forth its hand and then withdraws it (Sec. 7) ;
monster birth (Secs. 8- 11) ; “sandal ” (Sec. 12) ; caul (Secs. 13- 17) ;
twin birth , etc. (Sec. 18) ; lost foetus of unknown nature (Sec.
19) ; procedure governing mother ’s uncleanness (Secs. 20- 21) . 74
Chapter 11. Procedure governing menstruation , flux, and child-
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birth during the time of the Great Court (Secs. 1- 2) ; further
restrictions adopted by the Sages, and by Israelite women them¬
selves (Secs. 3- 5) ; observance of blood of purification abolished
by the Geonim (Sec. 6) ; rules and procedures in use at present
time (Secs. 7- 15) ; valid and invalid immersion (Secs. 16- 17) ;
physical contact between husband and wife during her unclean¬
ness (Sec. 18) ; effect of wife ’s uncleanness upon her services for
husband (Sec. 19) . 80
Chapter 12. Legal marriage with heathen forbidden by Scripture
(Sec. 1) ; extramarital intercourse , by Rabbinic enactment only
(Sec. 2) ; in the case of a priest , both are subject to Scriptural in¬
terdict (Sec. 3) ; public intercourse between Israelite and heathen
woman (Secs. 4- 6) ; harmful effects of such transgression (Secs.
7- 8) ; punishment for it (Secs. 9- 10) ; marriage or intercourse with
bondswoman (Secs. 11- 14) ; freewoman ’s child and bondswoman ’s
child confused with one another (Secs. 15- 16) ; proselytes and
manumitted slaves become full -fledged Israelites , provided they
marry Israelite mates (Sec. 17) ; special restrictions affecting Am¬
monites , Moabites , Egyptians , and Edomites (Secs. 17- 21) ; and
the Seven Canaanitish nations , particularly the Gibeonites (Secs.
22- 24) i at  present , owing to the intermingling of nations , all
proselytes may enter the congregation of Israel (Sec. 25) . 86
Chapter 13. Definition of act of proselytism (Secs. 1- 4) ; sacrifice
no longer required (Sec. 5) ; but circumcision and immersion
both essential (Sec. 6) ; immersion of minor , or pregnant woman,
and immersion performed privately (Secs. 7- 8) ; pious conduct is
sufficient evidence of proselytism , except for marriage with Israel¬
ite mate , when witnesses or immersion are required beforehand
(Secs. 9- 10) ; heathen slaves must also be circumcised and im¬
mersed (Sec. 11) ; and if later manumitted , must be immersed
once more (Sec. 12) ; rules governing immersion are the same as
those applying to menstruants (Sec. 13) ; status of Samson ’s and
Solomon ’s wives, and necessity of inquiry into proselyte ’s motives
(Secs. 14- 16) ; failure to inquire does not invalidate act of pros¬
elytism, nor does the proselyte ’s relapse into idolatry (Sec. 17) ;
most proselytes likely to be inspired by ulterior motives and to
lead Israel astray (Sec. 18) . 91
Chapter 14. Procedure of receiving a proselyte (Secs. 1- 6) ; resi¬
dent stranger (Secs. 7- 8) ; slave (Sec. 9) ; laws affecting con¬
verted heathens and slaves (Secs. 10- 19) . 96
Chapter 15. Definition of bastardy (Sec. 1) ; laws affecting bastards
and foundlings (Secs. 2- 33) . 105
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Chapter 16. Laws affecting male persons whose reproductive or¬
gans are injured (Secs. 1- 2) ; definition and varieties of such
injuries (Secs. 3- 8) ; defects caused by act of heaven exempt
(Sec. 9) ; deliberate mutilation of reproductive organs of man or
beast (Secs. 10- 13) . i °8
Chapter 17. Classes of women forbidden to Israelites of priestly
descent (Sec. 1) ; penalty for transgression of this interdict (Sec.
2) ; widow (Secs. 3- 5) ; heathen woman (Sec. 6) ; woman re¬
leased from levirate marriage (Sec. 7) ; women affected by com¬
pounded prohibitions (Secs. 8—11) ; widowed sister-in-law (Sec.
12) ; virgin (Secs. 13- 17) ; divorcée (Secs. 18- 20) ; woman subject
to derogatory rumor (Sec. 21) . 1x2
Chapter 18. Definition and varieties of “harlot ” (Secs. 1- 6) ; vic¬
tim of rape (Secs. 7- 9) ; betrothed wife alleged to have already
been deflowered (Secs. 10- 11) ; suspected wife (Sec. 12) ; unmar¬
ried mother (Secs. 13- 15) ; deaf or mute woman , etc. (Sec. 16) ;
woman abducted into captivity (Secs. 17- 29) ; woman confined
in prison (Sec. 30) . 121
Chapter 19. Definition and varieties of “profaned woman ” (Secs.
1- 10) ; prohibition of marriage to invalid mate applies only to
priestly men , not to priesdy women (Sec. 11) ; effect of invalid
descent of parent upon status of issue (Secs. 12- 16) ; doubtful or
contested validity of descent (Secs. 17- 23) . 127
Chapter 20. Validity and proof of priestly descent (Secs. 1- 20) . 133
Chapter 21. Lascivious and suggestive behavior (Secs. 1- 6) ; con¬
duct of father with daughter , and mother with son (Sec. 7) ;
Lesbianism (Sec. 8) ; conduct of husband with wife (Secs. 9- 15) ;
behavior in bathhouses (Sec. 16) ; behavior of women in market
places (Sec. 17) ; masturbation and similar practices (Secs. 18- 24) >
early and suitable marriage recommended (Secs. 25- 26) ; conduct
of divorced couple (Sec. 27) ; temporary marriage (Sec. 28) ;
widely separated domiciles of same husband ’s wives (Sec. 29) ;
women subject to hereditary diseases (Sec. 30) ; repeated widow¬
hood , and marriage between unlettered and scholarly persons
(Secs. 31- 32) . 140
Chapter 22. Seclusion with relatives (Sec. 1) ; with males and
animals (Sec. 2) ; with unmarried or heathen women (Sec. 3) ;
seclusion with woman in the presence of one’s own wife (Sec.
4) ; seclusion of Israelite child with heathen teacher (Sec. 5) ;
delivery of animals into heathen ’s care (Secs. 5- 7) ; seclusion of
one woman with several men , and vice versa (Secs. 8- 9) ; seclu-
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and newborn chicks (Secs. 7- 11) ; dairy products processed by
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