Contents

ONE:

1
2
3
4

The Legend

Chateaubriand, the Movies, and Other Myths
The Travelers 29
The Americanisti 55

“The Time Is Past in Which We Discovered
America” 79

TWO: Legend to Literature

5
6
7
8

Guareschi: America or Castor Oil? 103
Silone: Emigration as the Opiate of the People
Emigration Continued: Levi, Alvaro, and Others
“Liberation” 146

114
126



9 The Moon and The Bonfiress 171
10 The Capri Letters 187
11 Moravia’s America 202

12 Two Plays 221

APPENDIX: Three Documents

GIAIME PINTOR, “Americana” 234
CESARE PAVESE, “Yesterday and Today” 245

CIORGIO SOAvVI, preface to America All at One
Breath 248

Notes: 251
Bibliography: 2061
Index: 273



