
Contents 

List of Figure and Tables VII 
List of Abbreviations x 

Introduction 1 

1 A Controversial Issue 1 

2 Violence as a Significant Social Phenomenon 5 

3 The Empirical Basis 19 

4 Structure of This Book 41 

1 Life on a Stage 43 

1.1 Introduction 43 

1.2 A Public Existence 45 

1 . 3  Openness, Reputation and Reciprocity 5 2  

1.4 Honour Fights 68 

1 . 5  Between Self-Regulation and Disciplination by an Outside 

Agency 84 

1. 6  Revenge, Social Standing and Violence 103 

1.7 Violence as a Means of Social Control? 115 

1 . 8  Domestic Squabbles and Respectability 1 2 2  

1.9 Sexual Violence, Shame and Discretion 131 

1.10 Conclusion 143 

2 The Rules of the Game 145 

2.1 Ritual Interaction 145 

2.2 The Power of Language 150 

2.3  Expressive Body Language 156 

2.4 Violation and Defilement 163 

2.5  Territorial Strategies 172 

2 . 6  The Rules of the Duel 2 0 0  

2.7 Conclusion 219 

3 Men's and Women's Roles 221 

3 . 1  Introduction 2 2 1  

3 .2 Men and Women in Battle 223 

3 . 3  Men's and Women's Language 237 

3 . 4  Men's and Women's Places? 249 

3.5 Conclusion 257 



4 Repertoires of Respectability 259 

4.1 Introduction 259 

4 .2 Group-Specific Behavioural Patterns 260 

4 . 3  Shifts over Time? 265 

4 .4 Possible Explanations for Behavioural Shifts 275 

4.5 Conclusion 286 

5 Values behind Words 288 

5.1 Insults, Values and Identification 288 

5 .2 The Sexual Reputation of Men and Women 294 

5.3 Purity and Respectability 327 

5 . 4  The Established and the Outsiders 337 

5.5 About "coward", "thief" and Other Insults 343 

5 . 6  Conclusion: Substantive Stability? 361 

General Conclusion 367 

1 Public Violence and Social Ties: a Theatre with a Message and an 

Audience 368 

2 Public Violence and Social Stratification: Theatre of the Common 

People 370 

3  Public Violence and Social Meaning: Honour and Shame at 

Stake 371 

4  Epilogue: Public Violence, from Theatre to Misunderstood 

Spectacle 373 

Sources and Bibliography 377 

Subjects 402 

Modern Authors 403 


