
Contents 

Introduction ix 
Acknowledgments xxi 

I. Inventing the "Mill Girl" 1 

II. Woman of Industry: The Seamstress in 
Antebellum America 41 

III. Nathaniel Hawthorne's Uses of the Seamstress 77 

IV. Domesticating Women: The Seamstress, the Factory Girl, 
and the Nineteenth-Century Woman Author 111 

Conclusion 157 
Bibliography 159 
Index 179 

vii 


