CONTENTS

Acknowledgments | xi

Introduction: A History of Queerbaiting [ 1
Joseph Brennan

PART 1: THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES

1 Queerbaiting 2.0: From Denying Your Queers to Pretending You Have Them | 25
Emma Nordin

2 Queerbaiting, Queer Readings, and Heteronormative Viewing Practices [ 41

Monique Franklin

Thought Pieces

Reclaiming Queerbaiting: A Call to Action | 54
Elisabeth Schneider

The Queer Temporalities of Queerbaiting | 57
Evangeline Aguas

“Heterobaiting”: Black Sails and the Subversion of Queerbaiting Tropes | 60

Leyre Carcas

PART 2: POPULAR CASE STUDIES

3 Supernatural: Wincest and Dean Winchester’s Bisexual Panic | 65
Emily E. Roach

4 The Gay Elephant Meta in the Room: Sherlock and the Johnlock Conspiracy / 82
E.J. Nielsen

5 “Watch This Space”: Queer Promises and Lacunae in Rowling’s Harry Potter Texts,
or, Harry Potter and the Curse of Queerbaiting [ g5
Jennifer Duggan



Thought Pieces

“Friends? Always”: Queerbaiting, Ambiguity, and Erasure in Harry Potter and
the Cursed Child [ 108
Cassie Brummitt and Kieran Sellars

Queerying Subtext and Fandom in Xena: Warrior Princess | 112

Holly Eva Katherine Randell-Moon

From Canon to Politics: Queerbaiting and The CW''s Supergir] / 118
Michael McDermott

PART 3: WIDER CONTEXTS AND ALIGNED SUBIJECTS

6  Celebrity Queerbaiting [ 123
Joseph Brennan and Michael McDermott

7  What Was Missing: Children’s Queerbaiting and Homoromantic
Exclusion in Adventure Time and Steven Universe | 142
Bridget Blodgett and Anastasia Salter

Thought Pieces
Hollywood Queerbaiting and the (In)Visibility of Same-Sex Desire /156
Guillaume Sirois
Queerbaiting and Real Person Slash: The Case of Larry Stylinson [ 161
Clare Southerton and Hannah McCann
Queerbaiting and Beyond: Japanese Popular Culture and Queer Politics [ 164
Divya Garg
Cultural Reinforcement: Queerbaiting and the Fan Art Segment { 168
Danielle S. Girard
Multiversal Queerbaiting: Alan Scott, Alternate Universes, and

Gay Characters in Superhero Comics [ 171
Christoffer Bagger

Queerbaiting in Video Games: A Case Study of Overwatch | 177
Mary Ingram-Waters and Isabela Silva



This One Loves That One: Queerbaiting at the Eurovision Song Contest [ 182
Jessica Carniel

Notes 187

Bibliography [ 227

Contributors [ 251

Index { 255



