Contents

Abbreviations

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

. Introduction: “The secret to reconciliation is remembering.” Historiography,

challenges, and relevance of neuroscience in the Nazi era to modern
neuroscientists

The origins of Nazi persecution and victimization of neuroscientists in
Germany, Austria, and Poland

“Three generations of imbeciles are enough™: Neuroscientists help advance
scientific racism and adopt the theories of eugenics and racial hygiene

Setting the stage for mass murder and human experimentation: The
Nazification of German neurology

Gleichschaltung and “de-Jewification” in German university neurology
departments

Neuroscience becomes “Aryanized” at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institutes in
Germany

. Austrian and Czech neuroscience becomes “coordinated” under National

Socialism

Forced sterilization under the Nazis: Preventing people with
neuropsychiatric disorders from polluting the German gene pool

Hitler wages war on Europe, and on neuropsychiatric patients:
Neuroscientists introduce “euthanasia,” the ultimate negative
eugenic measure

“Beautiful mental defectives” and “lovely idiots”: Neuroscientists
collaborate with mass murder and collect thousands of brains

Just “rabbits”: Unethical neuroscientific experimentation on
euthanasia victims

“Protesting against an avalanche”: Resistance by neuroscientists
inside and outside Germany—the ordinariness of goodness over
the banality of evil

“Washing the black sheep white again”: Was German neuroscience
rehabilitated after the collapse of the Third Reich?

Epilogue: Neuroscience in the Nazi era meets the modern age—ongoing
legacies and controversies

Name Index
Subject Index

29

63

101

139

231

279

319

371

451

547

597

643

717

733
745



