
CONTENTS 

Preface ix 

Acknowledgements xi 

INTRODUCTION 1 

1 CONVERSATION AND THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF THE HONNÊTE HOMME IN SEVENTEENTH-
CENTURY FRANCE 13 

2 THE ENGLISH GENTLEMAN AND HIS TONGUE 26 

3 POLITENESS 42 

4 THE GRAND TOUR OF THE ENGLISH 
GENTLEMAN 54 

5 THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE EIGHTEENTH-
CENTURY LADY 64 

6 THE SEXED MIND 79 

7 TONGUES, MASCULINITY AND NATIONAL 
CHARACTER 98 

Notes 111 

Bibliography 151 

Index 171 

vii 


