
Contents

Foreword------v
Aims and structure of the study------xvii
List of tables------xxi
List of abbreviations------xxv

Parti: Preliminary chapters

1 Old Irish and the notion of clause typing—3
1.1 Aims of the chapter—3
1.2 Old Irish as a Medieval West European Celtic language — 3
1.3 Old Irish sources — 6
1.3.1 Old Irish contemporaneous texts — 6
1.3.2 Texts attested in later manuscripts — 8
1.4 The Old Irish Glosses as a linguistic document—10
1.4.1 Some Old Irish glosses—11
1.4.2 Linguistic variation in the Old Irish Glosses—13
1.5 On the sounds and spelling in the Old Irish contemporaneous 

texts —15
1.5.1 The Old Irish phonological system—15
1.5.2 The spelling of the Old Irish sounds in the contemporaneous 

manuscripts —17
1.6 The representation of the Old Irish verbal complex in this 

study—19
1.7 The notion of clause typing—21
1.7.1 Illocutionary force, clause typing, and clause types — 21
1.7.2 Other notions directly related to clause typing—23
1.7.3 The clause types distinguished in the Old Irish verbal

complex-----25
1.8 Concluding remarks — 26

2 The Old Irish verbal complex: Morphological structure and 
components—28

2.1 Introduction-----28
2.2 The Old Irish verbal complex: Preliminary notions-----29
2.2.1 The obligatory character of the affixal pronominal

references — 29

http://d-nb.info/1207563633


X — Contents

2.2.2 The template of the Old Irish verbal complex—31
2.2.3 The spelling of the verbal complex in the contemporaneous 

texts—33
2.3 Preverbal elements—35
2.3.1 Conjunct particles—35
2.3.2 Lexical preverbs—37
2.3.3 Deadjectival preverbs—39
2.4 Deuterotonic and prototonic forms—40
2.4.1 The position of the three types of preverbal elements—40
2.4.2 The deuterotonic and prototonic forms of a lexical 

compound — 42
2.4.3 The deuterotonic boundary—44
2.4.4 Distribution of prototonic vs deuterotonic and the notion of 

dependency—45
2.5 Phonological effects and spelling of the Old Irish mutations in the 

verbal complex—47
2.5.1 Phonological effects of lenition and nasalization—48
2.5.2 The graphical notation of the Old Irish mutations in the 

Glosses—48
2.5.3 The mutation effects in the Old Irish verbal complex—50
2.6 Pronominal affixes—52
2.7 On the affixal character of the elements in slots 1 to 3 and 6—55
2.8 Minimal and maximal constituency of the verbal complex—60
2.9 Concluding remarks—62

3 The syntax of the Old Irish verbal complex: Unmarked and marked 
word orders—65

3.1 Introduction: Unmarked and marked V positions in Old Irish — 65
3.2 The Old Irish cleft-sentence—66
3.2.1 Focused constituent-----67
3.2.2 Introductory copula—70
3.2.3 The clause type marking of the post-focus verb—73
3.2.4 Summary—76
3.3 Left-dislocation in Old Irish — 77
3.3.1 Introductory notes—77
3.3.2 Subject and object left-dislocation—78
3.3.3 The interplay of left-dislocating structure and normal order—81
3.3.4 Summary-----82
3.4 Tmesis and Bergin’s Law (and other irregular phenomena)—83



Contents —- Xi

3.4.1
3.4.2

A unified description of Bergin’s Law and tmesis — 83 
Other irregular structures different to Bergin’s Law and 
tmesis—87

3.4.3
3.5
3.6

Bergin’s Law and tmesis in the Old Irish literary texts—90 
An overview of the alternative V orders in Old Irish—92 
Concluding remarks — 94

Part II: The Old Irish clause types

4
4.1
4.2

Declarative and relative clause types—99
Scope of the chapter—99
The oppositions declarative vs relative clause type and absolute vs 
conjunct—100

4.3 Declarative and relative clause type morphology of simple active 
verbs—103

4.3.1 Paradigmatic extension of the absolute positive declarative and 
relative active forms—103

4.3.2 Some examples of absolute positive declarative and relative clause 
type active forms—105

4.4
4.4.1

Pronominal affixes and the opposition absolute vs conjunct—107 
Suffixed vs infixed pronouns, absolute vs conjunct forms and 
clause types —108

4.4.2
4.4.3

Some examples of suffixed forms—112
Economy and iconicity ofthe suffixing strategy in the Old Irish 
verbal complex—113

4.5 Declarative and relative clause type in simple passive and 
deponent verbs —115

4.5.1
4.5.2
4.6
4.6.1
4.6.2
4.7

The passive paradigm—115
The ‘ex-deponent’ character of the Old Irish deponent verbs—119
Formal features ofthe Old Irish absolute inflection—120
Absolute declarative inflection—121
Absolute relative inflection—122
Declarative and relative clause type morphology in lexical
compounds-----123

4.7.1 Some examples of relative clause type verb forms from lexical 
compounds—124

4.7.2
4.7.3

Functional domains ofthe Old Irish relative mutations—127 
Relative mutations after m./f. sg. antecedents with object NPrei 
function—129



xii — Contents

4.7.4
4.8
4.8.1

Relative mutations in simple verbs—133
Declarative and relative clause type infixed pronouns—134 
The distinction between Classes A/B and C in 3rd person infixed 
pronouns—134

4.8.2 The distinction between Classes A/B and C in 1st and 2nd person 
infixed pronouns—136

4.8.3 The use of the infixed pronouns after negative conjunct 
particles—138

4.9 Declarative and relative clause types and pronominal 
markers—140

4.9.1
4.9.2
4.9.3

Pronominal markers and clause types—141
A preferred pronominal argument structure—145
The preferred pronominal argument structure and the Old Irish 
clause types—146

4.10 Summary and prospect—147

5
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.3.1

Subordination in Old Irish—150
Introduction—150
Formal strategies of subordination in Old Irish—151 
Dependent and independent relative verbal complex—152 
Type 1: Dependent form as the marker of relative clause 
type-----152

5.3.2
5.4
5.4.1
5.4.2

Type II: Independent form with relative morphology—154 
Subordinating conjunct particle (or particle chain)—156 
Type Illa: [Negative conjunct particle + dependent form]—156 
Type lllb: [Oblique relative conjunct particle -(s)aN- + dependent 
form]—157

5.4.3 Type Ilk: [Subordinating conjunct particle + dependent 
form]—160

5.4.4
5.5
5.5.1
5.5.2
5.6
5.6.1

Type Hid: Incorporated independent conjunction—162 
Subordinating conjunction—165
Type IV: [Subordinating conjunction + relative verb]—165 
Type V: [Subordinating conjunction + declarative verb]—168 
Form and function in Old Irish subordination—172 
Morphological and syntactic (in)dependency in Old Irish 
subordination—172

5.6.2 On the variation between relative and declarative clause type forms 
in subordinate clauses—175

5.7 Relative nasalization: Functional definition and diachrony—181



Contents — xiii

5.7.1 The functions of relative nasalization in Old Irish—181
5.7.2 The original domain of relative nasalization—183
5.7.3 The extensions and retractions of relative nasalization—185
5.8 Non-finite forms and subordination in Old Irish—186
5.9 Summary—188

6 IVft-interrogative clause type—190
6.1 Introduction—190
6.2 Formal classification of the wh-elements—191
6.3 Interrogative pronoun in pre-verbal use—192
6.3.1 Stressed interrogative pronoun in pre-verbal use—192
6.3.2 Unstressed interrogative pronoun in pre-verbal use—195
6.4 Interrogative pronoun in pre-pronominal use—198
6.5 Pre-nominal use of interrogative elements—199
6.5.1 Stereotyped pre-nominal use of the interrogative pronoun — 200
6.5.2 Non-stereotyped pre-nominal use of the interrogative

pronoun-----203
6.6 Mr-interrogative clause type and other structures in Old

Irish-----205
6.7 Concluding remarks—210

7 Polar interrogative, responsive, and imperative clause types—212
7.1 Introduction-----212
7.2 The Old Irish polar interrogative clause type—213
7.3 The Old Irish imperative clause type—216
7.4 The Old Irish responsive clause type—220
7.4.1 Formal features of the Old Irish responsive—220
7.4.2 On the function of the responsive—223
7.4.3 The responsive in the language of the Glosses—224
7.4.4 The responsive among the polar interrogative and the imperative 

clause types—226
7.5 Concluding remarks — 227

Part III: The Old Irish paradigm of clause types

8 The Old Irish paradigm of clause types—231
8.1 The case for clause typing in the Old Irish verbal complex—231
8.2 Previous scholarship on the Old Irish clause types — 232



xiv Contents

8.3 The morphological expression of clause types in the Old Irish 
verbal complex—236

8.3.1 Grammatical categories other than clause typing in the Old Irish 
verbal complex—236

8.3.2 The pervasiveness of clause typing in the Old Irish verbal 
complex—238

8.3.3 The preferential location of the clause type marking in the Old Irish 
verbal complex—240

8.3.4 The exclusive and portmanteau expression of the Old Irish clause 
types—241

8.4 The Old Irish paradigm of clause types and its categories — 243
8.5 Paradigmatic cohesion, defectiveness, and distinctiveness—250
8.5.1 Paradigmatic relationships between the Old Irish clause

types-----250
8.5.2 Defectiveness in the Old Irish paradigm of clause types—252
8.5.3 Distinctiveness and syncretism in the Old Irish paradigm of clause 

types—254
8.6 Relevance and asymmetry in the expression of negative

polarity-----256
8.7 Concluding remarks — 259

9 Clause types in the present indicative of the Old Irish substantive verb 
and copula—261

9.1 Aims and structure of the chapter—261
9.2 General remarks on non-verbal predication—262
9.3 The present indicative of the Old Irish substantive verb — 263
9.3.1 Basic paradigmatic constituency—264
9.3.2 The stems (-)ta(-) and (-)fil(-) in the declarative vs relative clause 

type opposition—267
9.3.3 Special uses of the stem (')fll(-)—273
9.3.4 The use of the stem (-)ta(-) in the expression of possession—275
9.3.5 The stem (-)ta(-) in nasalizing relative clauses — 276
9.3.6 The copula uses of the stem (-)ta(-)—279
9.3.7 Summary—282
9.4 The present indicative of the Old Irish copula—285
9.4.1 General outline of the paradigm — 285
9.4.2 The Old Irish copular clause — 287
9.4.3 Absolute and conjunct and the positive declarative

paradigm — 289



Contents — XV

9.4.4 The Old Irish wh-interrogative copular clause—291
9.4.5 Polar interrogative and responsive — 292
9.4.6 The element -ta-/-da- in the paradigm of the Old Irish

copula-----294
9.4.7 The ‘conjunct’ 3rd person singular forms — 297
9.4.8 Summary-----300
9.5 Diachronic aspects of the Old Irish copula and substantive

verb-----302
9.5.1 The non-present indicative forms of the Old Irish copula and 

substantive verb—302
9.5.2 On the origin of the stems (-)ta(-) and (-)fil(-) of the substantive

verb-----304
9.5.3 The element-ta-/-da- in the paradigm of the present indicative of 

the copula—307
9.5.4 The 3sg of clause types other than positive declarative—309
9.6 Concluding remarks: Clause types and non-verbal predicates in Old 

Irish—312

10 Personal pronouns and clause typing in Old Irish—314
10.1 Introductory remarks—314
10.2 Old Irish referential non-verbal predicates—316
10.2.1 The pragmatic use of the Old Irish tonic pronouns—317
10.2.2 Basic features of the Old Irish referential non-verbal 

predicates—318
10.2.3 Old Irish referential non-verbal predicates with two lexical NPs after

C0P-PR0N------320
10.2.4 Old Irish referential non-verbal predicates with one lexical NP after

COP-PRON------323
10.2.5 Referential non-verbal predicates, clause types, and cleft

sentences—325
10.2.6 On the diachrony of the Old Irish referential non-verbal 

predication—328
10.2.7 Summary on tonic pronouns and referential non-verbal 

predicates—332
10.3 The cataphoric use of the Old Irish affixal pronouns—333
10.3.1 Affixal pronouns in the verbal complex—334
10.3.2 Cataphoric pronominal affixes in the Old Irish verbal 

complex—336
10.3.3 Cataphoric pronouns and left-dislocated object NPs—338



XVI — Contents

10.4 Desemantized pronominal affixes—340
10.4.1 General remarks on the desemantized use of pronominal

affixes-----340
10.4.2 The ‘reiterative* use of the Class C 3sg n. infix -dL------ 341
10.4.3 The use of the Class C 3sg n. infix -dL- after the conjunctions maL 'if 

and da'- ‘though*—346
10.4.4 The form rondgab ‘that (s)he / it is (in...)’ in the paradigm of the 

substantive verb—352
10.4.5 Phonotactically advantageous pronominal affixes—354
10.5 Concluding remarks—357

11 Conclusions—360
11.1 Structure of the chapter—360
11.2 The Old Irish verbal complex: structure and components—361
11.3 The morphological strategies of clause typing in the Old Irish 

verbal complex—362
11.4 Pervasiveness and cohesiveness of clause type marking in Old

Irish-----364
11.5 The Old Irish paradigm of clause types—366
11.6 Clause typing and subordination in Old Irish—368
11.7 Clause typing and pragmatically marked constituent order—369
11.8 Clause typing and non-verbal predicate types—370
11.9 Clause typing and pronominal references—371

Bibliography—373

Index—386


