Contents

Acknowledgments ... 7
1. Introduction: Materialist Minds ....................ccoooiiiii 9
MINAING MO o.oveeeeieie e 9
A New NaturaliSm? .....oooiiiiii e n
Marco Roth's “The Rise of the Neuronovel” ...........ccccoooeviiiiniinicnn, 14
A Critique of ROth'S CritiqUe .........cooeeiiiiiiiiiiiee e 16
Materialist Minds in Literature: Other Accounts .............cocoiinceennnnnnn, 20
Research Assumptions and QUEStiONS ......cceeviviiiieiiiiiineeinii e, 22
TRESIS ittt ettt 26
Structure and Method ..........ovvvveiiiiii 27
2. Key Terms and Concepts ...........c.oooeviniiiiiiiniccc e 29
Minds, Selves, and SUBJECES ......ccooviiiiiiriiii 29
THE UNCONSCIOUS ..ot ettt e ettt e ettt e e e e e e 34
Habit and PIaStICItY .....uvvvvvviiiieeeeeee e 36
NEW MatrialiSM ..ovveeeeieiiiiis e 37
Agency, Autonomy, and Automaticity ............ooceviiiiiiiii s 39
Matter/Materiality ......c.vvvieeiiiiie e 41
NEO-NATUFBIISIM ..veieiiiiiiii e 48
3. “My wayward brain": Cerebral Subjectivity

and Narrative Identity in the Neuro-Memoir ..........................c 51
What (or When) is the Neuro-Memoir? ............coooivimiiieeeeereneniiiiiiceceeeenn 51
The Cerebral SUDJECT .......corieiiiieicee 57
The Cerebral Subject and the Neurochemical Self ... 59
The Cerebral Subject and the Sufficiently Separate Self .............ccccooeiiis 60
The Narrative or Autobiographical Self ...........ccocociiiiiiiiii 62
The Narrative Self in Paul RICOBUT ......cooeeiiiieiiieeiiee 65
The Narrative Self in Materialist Theories of Consciousness ......................... 67
Materialist Theories of Cansciousness in Theories of the Narrative Self ......... 70
A HYPOTNESIS ...oveeieeiie ettt 74

Bibliografische Informationen
http://d-nb.info/1183942001 digitalisiert durch


http://d-nb.info/1183942001

Kay Redfield Jamison and Elyn R. Saks: Revising Subjectivity ....................... 76

Jamison and Saks: CONtrol .........ccccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiii e 79
Siri Hustvedt and Allen Shawn: Integrating Mind and Matter .......................... 87
Marc Lewis and Michael W. Clune: Addiction and Agency .................ccccueei... 97
Marc Lewis: Learning, Inside and OUt ..............ooovviviiioiiiiieccie e, 98
Michael W. Clune: The Futility of Attempting to Forget the Self ..................... 105
Chapter Conclusion: Integration and Control ............cc..ccoeeveeiieiiieiienne. 14

4. “Just some kind of nerve impulse in the brain”:

Substances and Subjects in the Novels of Don Delillo ...................... 19
Characters and SUBJECTS ..........cveiiiieiiiii it ng
BN ZONE .o, 125
Great Jones STrEet ......oooveiviiieii e 131
REINEI'S STA ... 137
White NOISE ..ot 151
Chapter Conclusion: “The old human muddles and quirks” ...............c..coo...... 157

5. Between Agency and Automatism:

David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest .........................c.ccoooooirinn. 163
AN Informing FEar ........coiuiiiiiiiie it 183
Wallace Scholarship and the Therapeutic Paradigm ...................ccccoooi. 169
“A machine in the ghost”: Hal Incandenza ..............c..cccoovveeviviiienieicn, 174
“Now they've got you, and you're free”: Don Gately .............ccceuvvevecurreiennns.. 189
Chapter Conclusion: “Configured for a recursive 100p” ..........cccoovveeeveeenn.n, 200

6. Neural Narrative: Richard Powers's Galatea 2.2 and The Echo Maker . 205

Contemporary Contexts of CONSCIOUSNESS .......cvvveeevivieeiiiieeiciiee e 205
“An owner’s manual for the brain”: Galatea 2.2 ................cccccveieeeeiinnnnn.n. 213
“The brain is the ultimate storytelling machine”: The Echo Maker ................. 232
Chapter Conclusion: The Apotheosis of Narrative ..............cccceeeeiiiininnnn, 255
CONCIUSION ..ot 265
Summary and Findings ..........ccccooviiiiiiiriii e 265
MOtifS AN TROPES ..oeeeiiiiiii e 267
Renewal and Revisian I: Conceptions of Subjectivity .........ccccceovviieriinenns 270
Renewal and Revision Il
The Representation of Consciousness and Character ................ccccvvvveeennn. 275
Renewal and Revision llI: Formal Design and Metaphoricity ...........ccccceeeenn. 281
Renewal and Revision IV: The Relevance and Social Function of Literature ..... 282

WOTKS Cited ..o, 287



