
Contents 

Preface page ix 

Chapter 1 
THE CONCEPT OF FICTION 1 

1.1. Fiction and language 2 
1.2. Semantic properties 4 
1.3. Readers and authors 9 
1.4. The pretense theory 12 
1.5. Make-believe 18 
1.6. The author's intentions 21 
1.7. Communicative acts 24 
1.8. Fictive communication 30 ' 
1.9. Objections to the necessity of the analysis 35 

1.10. Objections to the sufficiency of the analysis 42 
1.11. Make-believe and pretense 49 

Chapter 2 
THE STRUCTURE OF STORIES 52 

2.1. Truth in fiction and fictional worlds 53 
2.2. Being fictional 56 
2.3. Lewis's theory 62 
2.4. More on make-believe 70 
2.5. Truth in fiction and belief 73 
2.6. Fictional author and informed reader 75 
2.7. Strategies of interpretation 81 
2.8. Fictional to a degree? 90 
2.9. Fictions in visual media 92 

Chapter 3 
INTERPRETATION 99 

3.1. Relationalism and relativism 99 

vii 



Contents 

3.2. The intentional fallacy 109 
3.3. Intentional meaning and conventional meaning 111 
3.4. The return of the author 117 
3.5. The text 119 
3.6. Story and style 121 
3.7. Fictional author and narrator 123 

Chapter 4 
THE CHARACTERS OF FICTION 127 

4.1. Fictional names and proper names 128 
4.2. Existent and nonexistent things 132 
4.3. Reference fixing and descriptive names 133 
4.4. Transworld identity and counterpart theory 136 
4.5. Diagonal propositions 141 
4.6. The content of make-believe 146 
4.7. In defense of the fictional author 155 
4.8. The metafictive use of fictional names 158 
4.9. Accidental reference and aboutness 162 

4.10. Fictional names and singular propositions 165 
4.11. Roles 171 
4.12. Conclusions 180 

Chapter 5 
EMOTION AND THE RESPONSE TO FICTION 182 

5.1. Finding the problem 182 
5.2. The options 187 
5.3. A theory of emotion 190 
5.4. A solution 195 
5.5. Objections and revisions 199 
5.6. Alternatives 208 
5.7. One solution or two? 211 
5.8. Emotional congruence 213 
5.9. Psychological kinds 215 

IN CONCLUSION 217 

Index 219 

viii 


