Contents

Introduction p. 1

Theme 1 Thinking Sociologically p.5
Digital Revolution p. 5
Globalization p. 8
Modernity p. 11
Postcolonialism p. 15
Postmodernity p. 18
Rationalization p. 21
Society p.25

Theme2 Doing Sociology p.29
Ideal Type p.29
Qualitative/Quantitative Methods p. 31
Realism p. 35
Reflexivity p. 38
Science p. 41
Social Constructionism p. 45
Structure/Agency p. 48

Theme3 Environmentand Urbanism p. 52
Alienation p. 52
Environment p. 55
Industrialization p. 58
Migration p. 61
Risk p. 64
Sustainable Development p. 68
Urbanism p. 71



Theme 4 Structures of Society p. 75
Bureaucracy p. 75
Capitalism p. 78
Consumerism p. 81
Division of Labour p. 85
Education p. 88
Organization p. 91
Religion p. 95

Theme5 Unequal Life Chances p. 99
Class p. 99
Gender p. 102
Intersectionality p. 105
Patriarchy p. 108
Poverty p. 111
Race and Ethnicity p. 115
Social Mobility p. 118
Status p. 122

Theme 6 Relationships and the Life Course p. 126
Community p. 126
Family p. 129
Life Course p. 132
Network p. 135
Sexuality p. 138
Socialization p. 141

Theme 7 Interaction and Communication p. 145
Culture p. 145
Discourse p. 148
Identity p. 151
Ideology p. 154
Interaction p. 158
Media p. 161
Public Sphere p. 164

Theme 8 Health, Illness and the Body p. 168
Biomedicine p. 168
Medicalization p. 171
SickRole p. 174
Social Model of Disability p. 177
Social Self p. 180



Theme 9 Crime and Social Control p. 184
Anomie p. 184
Deviance p. 187
Labelling p. 190
Moral Panic p. 193
Social Control p. 196
Stigma p. 200

Theme 10 Political Sociology p. 203
Authority p. 203
Citizenship p. 206
Civil Society p. 209
Conlflict p. 212
Democracy p.215
Nation State  p. 219
Power p. 222
Social Movement p. 225

Index p. 229



