
Contents 

Preface xiii 
Acknowledgments xv 

1 Sociology and Social Problems 1 

What.Is a Social Problem? 2 
Social Problems and Social Movements 4 
The Sociological Approach: Basic Ideas 6 
Sociological Perspectives on Social Problems 10 
Research Methods 21 
Interpreting Claims About Social Problems 24 
Summary 27 
Key Terms 28 

PART I 
TROUBLED 

INSTITUTIONS 
31 

2 Problems of the Economy 

Myths and Realities 34 
The Corporations 36 

DEBATE Should the Giant Corporations Be Broken Up? 

44 

33 

39 

The Government 
The Unions 46 
The Workers 48 
Unemployment, Inflation, and the Business Cycle 51 
Responding to Problems of the Economy 56 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of the Economy 
Summary 60 
Key Terms 61 

57 

3 Problems of Government 62 

The Growth of Government Bureaucracy 63 

DEBATE Is Government Too Big? 64 

The American System of Government 67 
The Parliamentary System of Government 72 



v i l !  
CONTENTS 

Who Runs the Government? 73 
Freedom or Oppression? 82 
Responding to Problems of Government 85 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of Government 87 
Summary 89 
Key Terms 91 

4 Problems of Education 92 

Education in Modern Society 93 
Integration and Minority Education 96 

DEBATE Should Mandatory Busing Be Used to Integrate Schools? 98 

Social Class and Achievement 99 
Education in Crisis 103 
Responding to Problems of Education 109 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of Education 113 
Summary 115 
Key Terms 117 

5 Problems of the Family 118 

The Nature of the Family 119 
The Modern Family 122 

DEBATE Is the Modern Family Decaying? 127 

Responding to Problems of the Family 136 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of the Family 141 
Summary 143 
Key Terms 145 

Who Are the Poor? 156 
Attitudes Toward the Poor 157 
The Welfare System 158 
Explanations of Poverty 164 
Responding to Problems of Poverty 168 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of the Poor 172 
Summary 175 
Key Terms 177 

PART II  6 The Poor 149 



ix 
CONTENTS 

7 The Ethnic Minorities 

Ethnic Groups 179 
Patterns of Ethnic Relations 180 
Prejudice and Discrimination 183 
Ethnic Minorities in North America 

178 

187 

DEBATE Is It Fair to Give Members of Minority Groups Preference in 
Hiring and Promotion? 193 

The Social Impact of Prejudice and Discrimination 197 
Responding to Problems of Ethnic Minorities 198 
Directions for the Future 203 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of Ethnic 

Minorities 205 
Summary 208 
Key Terms 209 

8 The Sick 210 

Health and Illness 211 
Health and Modern Living 212 
Health Care 216 
Responding to Problems of the Sick 227 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of the Sick 230 
Summary 233 
Key Terms 235 

9 The Elderly 236 

The Process of Aging 237 
Problems of the Elderly 238 
Responding to Problems of the Elderly 248 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of the Elderly 253 
Summary 256 
Key Terms 258 

10 The Sexes 259 

Sex Roles 260 

DEBATE Should Traditional Sex Role Differences Be Abolished? 261 

Sexual Inequality 272 
Responding to Problems of the Sexes 279 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Problems of the Sexes 282 
Summary 284 
Key Terms 285 



X 
CONTENTS 

PART III  
CONFORMITY 

AND DEVIANCE 
287 

11 Sexual Behavior 

Human Sexuality 290 
Contemporary Sexual Behavior 
Homosexuality 297 

289 

292 

DEBATE Should Laws Be Passed to Protect the Civil Rights of 
Homosexuals? 300 

Prostitution 302 
Pornography 305 
Responding to Problems of Sexual Behavior 307 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Sexual Behavior 308 
Summary 310 
Key Terms 312 

12 Mental Disorders 313 

What Are Mental Disorders? 314 
Classification of Mental Disorders 319 
The Distribution of Mental Disorders 322 
Causes of Mental Disorders 325 
The Treatment of Mental Disorders 331 
Responding to Problems of Mental Disorders 338 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Mental Disorders 338 
Summary 340 
Key Terms 342 

13 Drug Use 343 

Drugs and Drug Addiction 344 

DEBATE Should Marijuana Be Legalized? 349 

Why Use Drugs? 357 
Drug Control in North America 360 
The Distribution of Drugs 362 
Responding to the Drug Problem 364 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Drug Use 369 
Summary 370 
Key Terms 372 

14 Crime and Delinquency 373 

The Nature of Crime 374 
Is There a Crime Wave? 375 
The Distribution of Crime 377 
The Causes of Crime 381 
Types of Crimes 387 
Dealing with Criminals 393 



xi 
CONTENTS 

DEBATE Will Sending More Criminals to Prison Solve the Crime 
Problem? 398 

Responding to Problems of Crime and Delinquency 403 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Crime and Delinquency 406 
Summary 408 
Key Terms 411 

15 Personal Violence 412 

The Nature of Violence 413 
Explaining Interpersonal Violence 417 
America: Land of the Violent? 422 
Violence and the Mass Media 423 
Firearms and Violent Crime 425 
Responding to Problems of Violence 425 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Personal Violence 429 
Summary 431 
Key Terms 433 

PART IV 
PROBLEMS 

OF A CHANGING 
WORLD 

435 

DEBATE Is World Government the Way to Eliminate International 
Warfare? 449 

SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Warfare 453 
Summary 455 
Key Terms 456 

17 Urbanization 457 

The Cities 459 
The Suburbs 461 
Rural Towns 464 
Problems of Urbanization 466 

DEBATE Should the Size of Cities Be Limited? 471 

Responding to Problems of Urbanization 474 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Urbanization 479 
Summary 481 
Key Terms 482 

16 Warfare 437 

The Nature of War 438 
The Cost of War 438 
The Escalation of Violence 440 
The Causes of Warfare 441 
Some Benefits of War 447 
Preventing War 448 



xii 
CONTENTS 

18 Population 483 

Why the Explosive Growth? 486 

DEBATE Are Mandatory Limits on Family Size Needed to Control the 
Population Explosion? 490 

The Impact of Population Growth 491 
Responding to Population Problems 497 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on Population 505 
Summary 507 
Key Terms 508 

19 The Environment 509 

Ecology 510 
The Human Impact 511 
Dwindling Resources 521 
Origins of the Environmental Crisis 526 
Responding to Environmental Problems 528 
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES on the Environment 532 
Summary 534 
Key Terms 536 

References 537 
Glossary 556 
Author Index 563 
Subject Index 571 


