Contents

Preface

CHAPTER ONE
A Marxist Critical Approach to Urban and Regional
Development

The theoretical-methodological problems of a Marxist
interpretation of modern societies

The foundations of a critical approach to the urban and
regional question

Class conflict and urban development
The capitalist state, the fiscal crisis and territorial policies

The new structure of the labour market and the crisis of
urbanism

Recent urban and regional studies

CHAPTER TWO
Territorial Division of Labour and Capitalist Development

Mode of production and transition

Patterns of capital accumulation and urban development
Primary accumulation and industrial ‘take-off’

Role of rural classes: primary accumulation and urbanization
Primary accumulation and urbanization in Italy

Final thoughts on the comparative analysis of primary
accumulation and urbanization

Mechanisms of capital accumulation and their complex effect
on territory

From the city as a factory to the imperialist metropolis
Urbanization and economic development in Italy

Monopolistic development in Italy, and urban structures

18
30
40

55
63

72

72
73
75
76
81

89

95
99
106
112



CHAPTER THREE
Uneven Territorial Development and the Crisis of
Advanced Capitalism

Introduction
The industrialization process and its territorial logic

Monopolistic accumulation and territorial typologies: the
industrial areas

Accumulation and typologies of underdevelopment
Over-urbanization and the underdevelopment cycle

The crisis of capitalism and territorial contradictions
Uneven development within the Italian economic structure
Congestion and dualism in north and central Italy

The question of the south and the poles of growth
CHAPTER FOUR
Socialism, Class Conflict, and Land-Use

From socialist theory to socialist experience
The theoretical debate on socialist territorial development
The socialist characteristics of the Chinese experience

Decentralization as a socialist issue
Notes
Name Index

Subject Index

124

124
126

128
134
137
144
148
150
154

159

159
163
172
180

188

204

206



