
Contents 

List of Contributors page vii 
Preface ix 
Chronology xi 

introduction: "Impatient of Oppression" in Early African American 
Writing in Transition r 
Rhondda Robinson Thomas 

P A R T  I  L I M I T S  A N D  L I B E R T I E S  O F  E A R L Y  B L A C K  
P R I N T  C U L T U R E  

i Early Black Evangelical Writing and the Limits of Print 17 

Joseph Rezek 

1 The Circulation of Early Black Adantic Literature 42 
Eric D. Lamore 

3 What Makes a Text "Black"? From Authorship to Metadata 73 

Jordan Alexander Stein 

P A R T  I I  B L A C K  W R I T I N G  A N D  R E V O L U T I O N  

4 Anglo-Africans Writing Themselves into History during the Age 
of Revolution 99 

Daniel C. Littlefield 

5 Joining the Revolution: African American Writing in the Era 
of Independence 123 

Thomas J. Davis 

6 Black Literary Engagement with the Haitian Revolution 148 

Ronald Angelo Johnson 



vi Contents 

P A R T  I I I  E A R L Y  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  L I F E  I N  L I T E R A T U R E  

7 Reading and Building a Nation; or, Everyday Living 
(while Black) in Early America 181 
Tara A. Bynum 

8 Respectability Politics and Early African American Literature 204 
Cassander L. Smith 

9 Early Black Futures 228 
Brigitte Fielder 

P A R T  I V  E V O L U T I O N S  O F  E A R L Y  B L A C K  L I T E R A T U R E  

10 Black Authors and British National Identity, 1763-1791 257 
Ryan Hanley 

11 The Competing Demands of Early African 
American Literature 281 
Katy L. Chiles 

12 Black Letters Close the Eighteenth Century 306 
John Saillant 

Index 331 


