Contents

1 Introduction: Bringing Kant, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche,

and Wittgenstein Together 1
References 9
2 Immanuel Kant: The Moral Duty of Self-Preservation 11
2.1 Contextualizing Kant’s Prohibition of Suicide 11
2.2 Arguments from the Lectures on Ethics 23
2.3 Arguments from the Published Writings 40
2.4 Concluding Remarks 64
References 66

3 Arthur Schopenhauer: The Metaphysical Futility of Suicide 71
3.1 Schopenhauer’s Critique of Religious and Philosophical

Arguments against Suicide 78
3.2 Schopenhauer’s Metaphysical Worldview 90
3.3 The Futility of Suicide 100
3.4 Concluding Remarks 117
References 118



Contents

Friedrich Nietzsche: A Free Death at the Right Time
4.1 Voluntary versus Involuntary Death

4.2 Free Death and Quick Death

4.3 Meaninglessness and Suicide

4.4 Concluding Remarks

References

Ludwig Wittgenstein: Suicide as the Elementary Sin
5.1 'The Sources

5.2 Wittgenstein’s View of Ethics

5.3 Wittgenstein’s Remarks on Suicide

5.4 Concluding Remarks

References

Conclusion: What Kant, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and

Wittgenstein Can Teach Us About Suicide
References

Index

123
131
143
159
173
174

179
189
199
208
221
223

227
240

243



