
American Literature and 
American Identity
A Cognitive Cultural Study from 
the Civil War to the Twenty-First
Century

Patrick Colm Hogan

I Routledge
Taylor &. Francis Group

NEW YORK AND LONDON



Contents

Acknowledgments xi
A Note on Terminology xii

Introduction Celebratory Nationalism, Critical
Nationalism, and Disillusion: America After the 
Civil War 1

1 National Identity and National Emplotment 26

PART I
Race (I): Native America 37

2 Love and Death: Adapting The Last of the
Mohicans 39

3 Heroism, Sacrifice, and Ancestral Memory: N. Scott
Momaday’s The Way to Rainy Mountain 55

4 Blood and Soil: Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony 64

PARTII
Race (II): African America 81

5 Heroic Narrative and Colonialism: Eugene
O’Neill’s The Emperor Jones 83

6 Heroic Black Masculinity: Leroi Jones’s Dutchman
and The Slave 103

7 Against Despair: Spike Lee’s Malcolm X 121



x Contents
PART III
Sexual Orientation 141

8 Sexual Preference and the Purposes of a Democratic
Nation: Lillian Hellman’s The Children’s Hour 143

9 The National Community and Its Alternatives:
Djuna Barnes’s Nightwood 158

10 Institutions and Communities: Tony Kushner’s
Angels in America 183

PART IV
Sex and Gender 199

11 Sex Hierarchies and Utopia: Charlotte Perkins
Gilman’s Herland 201

12 Sex Hierarchies and Dystopia: Margaret Atwood’s
The Handmaid’s Tale 219

13 Sex Hierarchies and the Law Today: Heidi Schreck’s
What the Constitution Means to Me 235

Afterword: A Note on Pessimism of the Intellect and 
Optimism of the Will 249
Works Cited 252

Index 270


