
Gengsong Gao

A Novel Approach 
to China

What China Debaters Can Learn from 
Contemporary Chinese Novelists

paigrave
macmillan



Contents

1 Introduction: Post-Tiananmen Intellectual Debate
and Literature 1

2 Discussion on Pure Literature and Postsocialist Chinese
Literary Thought 19

3 Han Shaogong: Revealing and Revising Chinese
Linguistic Background 59

4 Wang Xiaobo: Work Through Power, Discourse
and Subject Formation 107

5 Chen Zhongshi: Disclosing an Enchanted Local
Everyday Confucian World I43

6 Conclusion: Toward Dialogical Chinese Studies 191

References 203

Index 227

xxvii


